
Philosophy 120W:  “Contemporary Moral Problems”

Fall 2003 Theme: “Matters of Social Justice”

Instructor:
Dr. Susan A. Martinelli-Fernandez, Associate Professor of Philosophy

Class Times:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. - 9:15 a.m., Morgan 

Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. & 12:30 - 1:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, 2 - 3 p.m.

And, of course, by appointment

Office Location:
Morgan Hall, Room 486

Office Tele.:
298-1467

E-Mail:
Martinelli-Fernandez@wiu.edu and mfm@macomb.com

Class Web-page:
http://www.wiu.edu/users/wat100/martinelli/moral.htm

Required Text:
White, James E. (2003).  Contemporary Moral Problems, Seventh Edition.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth.

This is a writing emphasis course in the General Education Curriculum designed to use writing to help you learn course material and to improve your writing skills in general.  Assignments in this course will reinforce skills learned in English 180 and 280.  The text below, while not required, is recommended.  You may also refer to any other writing style manual.

Hacker, D. (most recent). A Pocket Style Manual. Boston, MA: Bedford Books, St. Martin’s Press.

Please note: Class attendance is crucial.  There is something extra you get from attending class, which you can not get from reading some body of material by yourself.  That extra is, in part, a result of the reciprocal quality of higher education.  I assign particular readings and paper topics; we question, discuss, and analyze these readings and topics.  All of us must be here in body, mind, and spirit.  All of us must be prepared.  All of us will have questions and must articulate them.  I will do my job; I will expect you to do yours.

A Wee Bit About the Course
“Contemporary Moral Problems” is an introductory course in philosophical ethics, which is included in the Humanities General Education Curriculum.  The subject matter of this course includes various applied ethical issues such as capital punishment, just war theory, racial, ethnic, and gender discrimination and the environment.  We will be considering these issues by reflecting on the nature and process of ethical reasoning from several different moral perspectives.  This semester’s course readings will be placed within the context of the 2003-04 WIU campus-wide theme “Social Justice.”

What We’re Doing and Why
I have constructed this course with an eye to developing and improving your academic skills in general (e.g., reading, writing, and verbal) in the context of thinking about ethical issues and theories from the point of view of philosophy.  You will be expected to express your understanding of moral theory and ethical issues orally and in writing and to develop your competency in critical (including analytical and analogical) reasoning.  Various in-class writing assignments have you fully explain and, at times, evaluate particular concepts or ideas appealed to in philosophy.  In a micro-essay, you will construct an entire essay by building upon previous assignments and the skills you have acquired from producing them.  Quizzes and exams will assess how well you have understood particular concepts and perspectives underlying moral theory and ethical issues.  You will be held responsible only for material that we have discussed thoroughly in this class.

Course expectations
Each student is responsible for participating in a group discussion on one of our applied ethical issues.  Most students will be working in pairs on a particular course reading.  Groups must meet with me to discuss various strategies, both methodological and content-specific.  One week before the actual presentation, each group must submit a written statement of each group member’s task as well as the general focus of the group presentation.  While you must present some of the most important material from your assigned section of the text, you can do so in creative ways, such as group debates.  Presentations must evidence a coordinated group effort.  Grades are based on your individual contribution (an individual short report on your particular article from our text and on a web-based article) and how well the group as a whole engages the class in respectful, insightful and scholarly discussion of the group’s overall topic.  Anyone who fails to participate in a discussion group will earn an F.
All submitted work must be typed or computer-printed, double-spaced, 10 to 12-point font, and have one inch margins.  With the exception of assignments produced during class meetings, no handwritten/printed work will be accepted.  All papers are graded on the understanding demonstrated of the views discussed, the effectiveness of your presentation of and support for your views, and the quality of your writing including standard spelling and grammatical construction.  All assignments must be submitted on the stated due date.  Late assignments will earn at least one grade lower than if received on time.  All quizzes and exams must be taken on the stated date and time.  Any missing papers, exams, or plagiarized work will result in your earning an F in this course.
Schedule:

8/17 - 9/06
Chapter One: Ethical Theory

Aristotle

John Stuart Mill

Immanuel Kant

Student-led Group Discussion on Thursday, 09/04

9/07 - 9/20
Chapter Four: Capital Punishment

All Readings

Student-led Group Discussion on Tuesday, 09/16

9/21 - 10/04
Chapter Ten: War and Terrorism

All Readings

Student-led Group Discussion on Tuesday, 09/30

10/05 - 10/11
Midterm Exam, Thursday, 10/09 (Notes only allowed)

10/12 - 10/25
Chapter 7: Affirmative Action (Racial, ethnic, and gender discrimination)

All Readings

Student-led Group Discussion on Tuesday, 10/22

[Thursday, 10/23: Reading Day]

10/26 - 11/08
Chapter 9: The Environment

All Readings

Student-led Group Discussion on Tuesday, 11/04

11/09 - 11/22
Abortion (Reproductive Issues)

All Readings

Student-led Group Discussion on Tuesday, 11/18

11/23 - 11/29
Thanksgiving Break

11/30 - 12/06
Abortion and Post-Midterm Synthesis


12/07 - 12/13
Final (Closed Book/No Notes) on Tuesday, 12/09, 8 a.m. (cannot be rescheduled)
Grading Procedures
I understand that grading is a source of anxiety for student and faculty alike.  Please keep in mind, however, that grades neither confirm, deny, enhance, nor detract from your worth as a valuable human being.  Actually, grades are useful pieces of information for you, over a specific period of time and in a particular setting.  They should let you know how well you have understood your readings, the professor’s lecture and comments, and the particular assignments you have been given.  Most importantly, grades should give you a sense of your own overall progress in the course.

Writing assignments will be evaluated according to “Ace2”, a one to four scale:

1:
Acceptable - papers earning this grade must meet college-level writing standards, including standard spelling and grammatical construction.  In addition, they must evidence familiarity with the assigned topic.  Papers, which fall below this assessment, will earn a -0-.

2.
Competent - papers earning this grade meet level 1 requirements and reflect some expertise on the assigned topic.

3.
Edifying - papers earning this grade meet level 2 requirements and thoroughly engage those who already know something about the topic.

4.
Extraordinary - papers earning this grade meet level 3 requirements and evidence flawless writing, including structure, style, and content.  These are papers you would be proud to have as part of a permanent file of the best work you have produced during your college career and that your professor would give other students as models of exemplary work.

Course Activities (Assignments and Calculating your grade!!!)
In-class writing (20 opportunities @ 1/2 pt. each)
(maximum points: 10)
Rewrites, the micro essay, and essay questions will be graded on the Ace2 scale (see above).  After the Ace2 score has been assigned, it will be multiplied by the weight of the assignment.  Here’s the intuition: A three-four page micro-essay is worth more than a one-page in-class assignment.   Got it?  Here goes:

Rewrites:
(maximum points:12)
#1 rewrite, due on 8/28
Ace (      ) x 1 =

#2 rewrite, due on 9/18
Ace (      ) x 2 =  

Micro Essay:
(maximum points: 16)
(Weight 1)
Ace (      ) x 4 =

Choose only one: Capital Punishment Assignment, due 10/28 or Affirmative Action Assignment, due 11/11

Group presentation activities:
(maximum points: 18)
Article report (includes computer printed response) (Weight 3)
Ace (    ) x 3 =

Web-based report (from course web page options) (Weight 1)
Ace (    ) x 1 =

Group dynamics and interaction (Weight 1/2)
Ace (    ) x 1/2 =

Quiz on 9/09:
(maximum points: 04)

Like exams, quizzes will have some combination of multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in the blank questions.

Exams: 
(maximum points: 40)
These are not weighted.  However, they will have essay questions that will be evaluated on the Ace2 scale and will be weighted.

Exam #1 on 10/09 =
(max.:  20 points)

Final on 12/09 =
(max.:  20 points)

A note about plagiarism and the importance of properly citing your sources and giving proper credit for authorship:

D.
REGULATIONS FOR STUDENT CONDUCT

(http://www.student.services.wiu.edu/sjp/CodeOfConduct/regulations.asp) 

The following actions/behaviors shall constitute violations of the Code of Student Conduct and will subject any student committing a violation to disciplinary sanctions including separation from the University or any lesser sanction authorized by the Code:

17.
Committing acts of dishonesty including but not limited to the following:

a.
engaging or participating in cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty (students committing acts of academic dishonesty are also subject to academic sanctions).

What is Plagiarism?

Since most of you have, are or will be taking English 180 and English 280, I will use the English Department’s statements on plagiarism taken from their “Plagiarism Policy.”  These statements are very clear about what constitutes plagiarism (both “intentional” and “out-of-ignorance”) and they will be used in reference to our class activities. (Note that I have indented the direct quotes.  This is because they are longer than one sentence.)

At its worst, plagiarism is deliberate dishonesty, as is the case in copying work from a book or article and presenting it as one's own, or in the case of copying another student's work and presenting it as one's own. Such a blatant, deliberate act amounts to academic theft and is a highly serious offense within the college community. 

Another kind of plagiarism may sometimes be the result of ignorance, fear or insecurity. This kind of plagiarism presents the words or ideas of other persons or writers without the proper example, all words copied from another source must always be placed in quotation marks and correctly documented by author and page. Failure to do so is a form of plagiarism. (“ECC Department of English Policy on Plagiarism,” http://www.wiu.edu/users/mfbhl/elgin/policy.htm, accessed 7/21/03)
Final Grade Calculation:

100-92
A

91-82
B

81-70
C
69-60
D

below 60
F
Course schedule & procedures may be subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances
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