
Western Illinois University
Virtual Commencement Ceremony

Saturday, December 19



1

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Greeting from the President........................................................................................................................2

College Scholars...............................................................................................................................................3

Centennial Honors and Departmental Scholars; Academic Distinction.........................................4

Academic Honors Convocation...................................................................................................................5
Virtual Convocation Website................................................................................................................5
Convocation Speaker: Morgan Miller.................................................................................................5

Saturday, December 19—Virtual Ceremony
Graduate and Undergraduate Commencement Order of Ceremony (10 a.m.)...........................6-7

Video 1: School of Graduate Studies
Doctorate, Specialist, and Master Degrees

Video 2: College of Arts and Sciences; General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Video 3: College of Business and Technology
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Business
Bachelor of Science

Video 4: College of Education and Human Services
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Education
Bachelor of Social Work

Video 5: College of Fine Arts and Communication
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Science

Distinguished Faculty Lecturer...................................................................................................................8

Board of Trustees............................................................................................................................................9

Officers and Academic Deans of the University.....................................................................................9

Ceremonial Mace and Flags........................................................................................................................ 10

Gonfalons.......................................................................................................................................................... 11

Academic Regalia.......................................................................................................................................11-12

Information for Degree Candidates......................................................................................................... 13

Candidates for Doctoral Degrees........................................................................................................14-15

Candidates for Graduate Degrees......................................................................................................16-20

Candidates for Undergraduate Degrees...........................................................................................21-29

Alma Mater, “Western Loyalty”................................................................................................................. 30

History of Western........................................................................................................................................ 31



2

A GREETING FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Class of 2020:

Congratulations on completing your degree from Western Illinois University! We made it through 
the Fall 2020 semester and have arrived at our Commencement Ceremony. Fittingly, we share 
this day virtually with you and your family and friends, while we remain committed to providing 
the best we can under the circumstances. We are happy to celebrate your accomplishments, 
even as we wish we could be physically together.

As a Western Illinois University graduate, you join an influential group of people who hold 
a college degree. Western graduates are leaders in industry, world class educators, lawyers 
and politicians, law enforcement professionals, and many others, serving proudly all over the 
globe. Your WIU degree provides you the tools to do whatever you can dream, with unlimited 
opportunities. As you take advantage of your degree, recognize the opportunity that it has 
created, not only for you personally, not only for your family, but also to make this world a better 
place because of your efforts.

Since taking over as interim president in July 2019, I have had the honor to meet many Western 
alumni, and today, you join their ranks. I hope you leave here with great pride and that you 
remain engaged with us and serve as a role model for future generations of students. We look 
forward to seeing you back on campus or at University events across the U.S. When you return, 
reach out to those faculty and staff who were a vital part of your college career. Talk to current 
students; help us reach future students by volunteering at recruitment events; and share your 
knowledge and fond memories of your time at WIU with others. The Leatherneck connection 
runs deep, and you will always be part of our Leatherneck family. 

Take pride in your achievements, celebrate your accomplishments, and recognize your 
tremendous success. Go out and do great things. Congratulations!

Best wishes,

Dr. Martin Abraham 
Interim President
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General Studies 
Scholar

Centennial Honors 
College Scholar

Laura Warner 
(Sherrard, IL) graduates 
with a B.F.A. degree 
in Art, with highest 
academic distinction, 
summa cum laude. 
She is also the Art and 
Design Departmental 
Scholar and a 
Centennial Honors 
Scholar. 

Amy Everetts 
(Davenport, IA) 
graduates with a B.A. 
degree in General 
Studies. She is also 
the General Studies 
Departmental Scholar. 

Education and 
Human Services 

Scholar

Fine Arts and 
Communication 

Scholar

Morgan Miller 
(Geneseo, IL) graduates 
with a B.M. degree 
in Music Education, 
with highest academic 
distinction, summa 
cum laude. She is also 
the Music Education 
Departmental Scholar 
and a Centennial 
Honors Scholar. 

Cynthia Peterson-
Castro (East Moline, IL) 
graduates with a B.S. 
degree in Elementary 
Education. She is also 
the School of Education 
Departmental Scholar. 

Arts and Sciences 
Scholar

Business and 
Technology Scholar

College Scholars
Each of Western Illinois University’s four academic colleges; the Centennial Honors College; 
and the General Studies Degree Program select a graduating senior as the college’s outstanding 
student. College Scholars receive a gold medallion on a purple and gold ribbon in recognition of 
their high achievement.

Amy Johnson 
(Cambridge, IL) 
graduates with a B.S. 
degree in Agriculture, 
with highest academic 
distinction, summa 
cum laude. She is 
also the Agriculture 
Departmental Scholar 
and a Centennial 
Honors Scholar. 

Michael Viti (New 
Cumberland, PA) 
graduates with a B.S. 
degree in Chemistry, 
with highest academic 
distinction, summa 
cum laude. He is 
also the Chemistry 
Departmental Scholar. 
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Centennial Honors Scholars
A Centennial Honors Scholar is a student in Western’s Centennial Honors College who has 
completed a set of Honors requirements and has achieved a grade point average of at least 
3.40. These candidates wear a gold medallion on a light blue ribbon.

Departmental Scholars
Departmental Scholars are the outstanding undergraduate degree candidates in an 
academic major as determined by the faculty in the major department. These candidates 
wear a gold medallion on a sapphire blue ribbon.

Academic Distinction
Candidates for the baccalaureate degree, who have earned a minimum 60 semester hours 
of graded courses at Western, are eligible for graduation with academic distinction. 
Coursework completed at WIU and all transferable hours are calculated to determine 
honors. The academic distinction of Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade point 
average of 3.60-3.74 on a 4.00 scale. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a gold 
ribbon. The academic distinction of Magna Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade 
point average of 3.75-3.89. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a purple ribbon. 
The academic distinction of Summa Cum Laude is awarded to students with a grade point 
average of 3.90 or higher. These candidates wear a silver medallion on a red ribbon.



5

ACADEMIC HONORS CONVOCATION

Virtual Convocation Website

wiu.edu/honors/virtual_convocation

Convocation Speaker: Morgan Miller

Title: “Purple, Gold, Our Colors Brave”
https://youtu.be/oAG7p_4BOXs
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COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Saturday, December 19, 2020 • 10 a.m. Virtual Ceremony

Processional.............................................................................................................. Jazz Studio Orchestra
	 Dr. John Cooper, Conductor

Welcome.................................................................................................................................William T. Clow
	 Interim Provost and Academic Vice President

National Anthem....................................................................................................................Mark Mixon Jr.
“The Star Spangled Banner,” by Francis Scott Key	 Bachelor of Music, Class of 2020

Introductions............................................................................................................. Interim Provost Clow

Remarks from Alumni
Video 2: College of Arts and Sciences;  
    General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies..............Christopher L. Washington, Alumni
Video 3: College of Business and Technology..................................... John E. Sanders, Alumni
Video 4: College of Education and Human Services....................Emmerson Buie, Jr., Alumni
Video 5: College of Fine Arts and Communication........................Victoria L. Kappel, Alumni

Remarks to the Graduating Class...........................................................................Dr. Martin Abraham
	 Interim President

Remarks from Deans/Director
Video 1: School of Graduate Studies.............................................. Dr. Mark Mossman, Director
Video 2: College of Arts and Sciences............................. Dr. Susan Martinelli-Fernandez, Dean 
	 General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies......Ms. Jeanne Stierman, Interim Dean
Video 3: College of Business and Technology.......................Dr. Craig Conrad, Interim Dean
Video 4: College of Education and Human Services......................Dr. Francis Godwyll, Dean
Video 5: College of Fine Arts and Communication............. Dr. William Hoon, Interim Dean

Presentation of Candidates................................................................................... Interim Provost Clow
Video 1: School of Graduate Studies

Doctorate, Specialist, and Master Degrees
Video 2: College of Arts and Sciences; General Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Video 3: College of Business and Technology
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Business
Bachelor of Science

Video 4: College of Education and Human Services
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Education
Bachelor of Social Work
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Video 5: College of Fine Arts and Communication
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Science

Conferring of Degrees..................................................................................Interim President Abraham

Graduates Individually Recognized.........................................................Universal Production Music
“Fanfare and Processional, from March No. 1 in D Major, Op. 39, No. 1,” 
by Sir Edward Elgar, arranged by James D. Ployar

Remarks............................................................................................................Interim President Abraham

Closing Remarks....................................................................................................... Interim Provost Clow

Alma Mater, “Western Loyalty”.................................................................... University Singers Octet 1

Marshals

		
College of Arts and Sciences

Laura Ballesteros Font
Michael Anthony Viti

College of Business and Technology
Amy Marie Johnson

Nichole Roberts

College of Education and Human Services 
Miranda Brant
Jacob D. Viaene

College of Fine Arts and Communication
Morgan Ann-Marie Miller

Lydia Sharon Olson
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Distinguished Faculty Lecturer

Lee L. Brice

Western Illinois University 
History Professor Lee L. Brice 
is the 2020 Distinguished 
Faculty Lecturer. 

Brice joined Western’s history 
faculty in 2003. Throughout 
his time at WIU, Brice has 
received numerous honors 
for his research and academic 
work. He was selected as a 
Tytus Fellow at the University 
of Cincinnati, was elected 
a Fellow into the American 
Numismatic Society, named the Gale 
Distinguished Lecturer at Macquarie University 
in Sydney, Australia, and received the honor 
of Distinguished Visiting Lecturer in Ancient 
History at Auckland University in New Zealand 
and the Elizabeth A. Whitehead Distinguished 
Professor at the American School of Classical 
Studies in Athens, Greece.

Brice has served multiple terms on the 
Faculty Senate, also serving as secretary. 
While serving as faculty advisor for the Phi 
Alpha Theta History Honor Society, Omicron-
Omicron chapter at WIU, it was designated 
as an Outstanding Student Organization 
by the College of Arts and Sciences. Brice 
was also awarded the College of Arts and 
Sciences Faculty Excellence Award in 2016, 
for research and scholarly activity, as well as 
the College of Arts and Sciences 2008 Faculty 
Excellence Award for Teaching – Mentoring 

Undergraduate Research 
and the Outstanding First 
Year Experience Teacher 
Award in 2006. He was 
co-organizer of the History 
Faculty Colloquia from 
2009-12 and has served 
on numerous department, 
college and University 
committees. 

Brice has lectured, 
delivered keynote addresses 
and presented papers 

at numerous national and international 
conferences of professional organizations and 
received several international and WIU internal 
grants. 

He has published six books on ancient warfare 
and history, has authored and co-authored 
several book chapters and encyclopedia entries, 
published numerous articles in professional 
journals and many book reviews by invitation. 
Brice is the senior editor of “Research 
Perspectives in Ancient History,” and editor of 
a peer-reviewed book series, “Warfare in the 
Ancient Mediterranean: Bill’s Companions to 
the Classical World.”

Brice received his bachelor’s degree in history 
from Virginia Commonwealth University; his 
master’s degree in history from the University of 
Houston and his doctoral degree in history from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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State of Illinois

J.B. Pritzker, Governor

Board of Trustees

Officers of the University
Dr. Martin Abraham, interim....................................................................................................... President
Mr. William T. Clow, interim................................................... Provost and Academic Vice President
Dr. Teresa Smith, interim........................ Associate Vice President for Budget and Finance, CFO
Mr. John Smith, interim...............................................................Vice President for Student Services
Dr. Kristi Mindrup....................................................Assistant Vice President, Academic Affairs and   

Interim Administrator in Charge, Quad Cities Campus

Academic Deans
Dr. Susan Martinelli-Fernandez............................................................. College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Craig Conrad, interim...........................................................College of Business and Technology
Dr. Francis Godwyll.......................................................... College of Education and Human Services 
Dr. William Hoon, interim.................................................College of Fine Arts and Communication
Dr. Lorette Oden, interim............................................................................Centennial Honors College
Ms. Jeanne Stierman, interim..................................................................................University Libraries

Patrick M. Twomey
Macomb

Erik Dolieslager
Quincy

Justin Brown
Secretary
Rantoul

Polly Radosh
Chair

Good Hope

Greg Aguilar
East Moline

Kisha M.J. Lang
Maywood

Doug Shaw
Vice Chair

Peoria

Carin Stutz
Chicago
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The Western Illinois University Ceremonial Mace

The ceremonial mace, a symbol of 
university scholarship and integrity 
since the 11th century, is used to 
lead the academic procession at 
commencement and other special 
ceremonial occasions, signifying 
the importance of the event and the 
confirmation of the academic process.

The University’s mace was designed by  
WIU Department of Art Chair Kat Myers, 
and crafted by Myers in collaboration with 
the late Kenneth B. Epperson, Western 
alumnus and former WIU Admissions’ 
community college director.

The turned walnut shaft is encircled by 
three engraved sterling silver bands 
with four pierced sterling silver fins 
cradling a freely moving gold sphere.

The fins represent Western Illinois 
University’s four core values—Academic 

Excellence, Educational Opportunity, 
Personal Growth, and Social 
Responsibility—positioned as the four 
directions of the compass. The sphere, 

representing the student, is held and 
guided by the fins as it moves to find its 
place in the world.

The incorporated sphere was 
formed by raising, a 3,000-year-old 
metalsmithing process, using steel 
hammers and forms to shape sheet 
metal. The sphere is made of 24K gold-
plated brass. While the process was 
chosen as a representation of Western’s 

respect for tradition, the sphere 
remains mobile, illustrating the 
University’s readiness to adapt as it 
looks toward an ever-changing future. 

About the Flags

Displayed in the arena are the flags of 15 nations representing students in today’s 
graduating class at Western Illinois University. The flags represent the following countries: 
Bangladesh, China, Germany, Guinea, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Nepal, Nigeria, Philippines, 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, and the United States. Western Illinois 
University was home to students from 47 countries during the Fall 2020 semester.



11

About the Gonfalons

Gonfalons made their inaugural appearance in Western’s Fall 2009 Commencement 
ceremonies. The gonfalons are banners hung from a crossbar on poles, which represent the 
specific group immediately following the gonfalonier, the person carrying the banner.

Their origins date back to medieval Italy, when gonfalons were used to distinguish Italian 
republics. They have also been used in ecclesiastical processions, as well as in war; and they 
have evolved into bearing coats of arms for individuals and groups.

Many universities and colleges have adopted the use of gonfalons to enhance the 
ceremonial nature of commencement exercises.

Today’s processionals include gonfalons for Western Illinois University, the School of 
Graduate Studies, and each of the four academic colleges: Arts and Sciences (white); 
Business and Technology (royal blue); Education and Human Services (UN blue); and Fine 
Arts and Communication (spice brown).

Academic Regalia

The colorful regalia worn by academicians is steeped in tradition, dating back to the 
ecclesiastical garb of the Middle Ages. Adaptations from ecclesiastical to academic dress 
began in early European universities, which were founded by the church. University 
faculty and students wore the adapted robes for distinction and warmth. The University of 
Cambridge is cited as the first to use the academic gown.

Representatives of American universities met in the early 1890s and agreed upon a standard 
style of academic attire. The Intercollegiate Code, revised in 1932, and again in 1959, is 
followed today by American colleges and universities, except for a few schools, which 
continue to use the styles of England.

Gowns are traditionally black. However, some universities have authorized use of a color 
symbolic of the institution. Bachelor’s gowns have pointed sleeves and are designed to be 
worn closed. Master’s and Specialist gowns have long, closed sleeves with an arc near the 
bottom and an opening for the arm. Doctoral gowns are faced with wide velvet panels and 
have bell-shaped sleeves with three horizontal velvet bars.

Caps, originally round, are typically square mortarboards. Some universities have adopted a 
doctor’s cap with a soft crown instead of the mortarboard.
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Academic Regalia (continued)
At Western, the tassel color of bachelor degree candidates indicates the college or program 
from which students graduate: College of Arts and Sciences, white for bachelor of arts, gold 
for bachelor of science, white and gold for bachelor of liberal arts and sciences, and apricot 
for bachelor of science in nursing; College of Business and Technology, sapphire blue; 
College of Education and Human Services, light blue for bachelor of science and bachelor 
of science in education, and citron for bachelor of social work; College of Fine Arts and 
Communication, brown for bachelor of arts, bachelor of fine arts, and bachelor of science, 
and pink for bachelor of music; General Studies Degree Program, white for bachelor of arts; 
and Interdisciplinary Studies, white for bachelor of arts and gold for bachelor of science. 
Master’s tassels are black. Doctoral tassels are old gold.

Hoods, which originally were attached to the gown and could be slipped over the head for 
warmth, are the most colorful articles of specialist, master’s, and doctor’s clothing. The 
color of the lining of the hood represents the university awarding the degree. The color of 
the facing of the hood reflects the academic discipline of the wearer’s highest degree. At 
Western, the colors awarded for doctoral and graduate degrees are: light blue, education 
doctorate, education specialist, and master of science in education; gold, specialist in 
school psychology and master of science; sapphire blue, master of accountancy and master 
of business administration; white, master of arts; white and gold, master of liberal arts and 
sciences; pink, master of music; and brown, master of fine arts.

Colors which may be seen among the marching faculty and their corresponding fields of 
study include: brown (fine arts), crimson ( journalism), dark blue (philosophy), golden yellow 
(science), lemon yellow (library science), light blue (education), yellow brown (commerce, 
business, accountancy), pink (music), purple (law), sage green (physical education), scarlet 
(theology), gold and white (liberal arts and sciences), and white (arts, letters, humanities).
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Information for Degree Candidates

Undergraduate and graduate students are eligible to participate in Commencement if they 
anticipate completion of requirements for graduation during the fall semester.

The roster of candidates listed in this program is a compilation of those eligible to 
participate and who have not submitted the Exclusion of Directory Information Form. It 
should not be construed either as a complete or official list of those who will receive a 
University degree. Due to printing deadlines, names of some degree recipients may not 
appear, while names of degree candidates may appear even though they have not completed 
their degree requirements.

Honors distinctions are based on the candidate’s academic record at the time of 
publication.

Diplomas will be mailed approximately eight weeks after Commencement to those who 
have completed requirements and have no University encumbrances.

The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees is the Office of the Registrar,  
1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390.
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CANDIDATES FOR DOCTORAL DEGREES

College of Education and Human Services 
Doctor of Education

Educational Leadership
Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

Lacey Anderson

“Examining the Impact of School Climate on 
Academic Achievement in Elementary Schools 
in Illinois”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Bridget Z. Sheng

Brandi Anderson-Maier

“Balanced Leadership: A Quantitative Study 
of the Relationship Between Principal 
Leadership Responsibilities and Collective 
Teacher Efficacy”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

* Amanda J. Carson

“An Inquiry into Mathematical Methods, 
Passion, and Mindsets in Elementary 
Classrooms”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Stuart O. Yager

* Jonathan E. Devereueawax

“Low-Income Students at Rural Community 
Colleges: An Interpretative Phenomenological 
Approach”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Tracy L. Davis

Marcie G. Faust

“The Role of Parents in the Continuation of 
Children’s Instrumental Music Participation”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

Michaela Joy Fray

“Leaders as Lead Learners: Is There a Need 
for Developing, Supporting and Networking 
Illinois School Leaders Regionally?”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

* Yolanda K. Grandberry Pugh

“Out of School Factors that Impact the 
Academic Performance of African American 
Students”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. James G. La Prad

* Deborah J. Kepple-Mamros

“Generation Z: A Grounded Theory Study 
of the Factors that Contribute to Student 
Engagement”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Tracy L. Davis

Margaret A. Lesniak

“Lead and Achieve: A Quantitative Study 
of Leadership Behaviors and Student 
Achievement in Illinois High Schools”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

John P. Price

“Intent and Impact: A Case Study Analysis of 
District Intervention by the State of Illinois in 
North Chicago and East St. Louis, 2011-2018”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

Michael J. Ruff

“The Effects of Five Factors on the Job 
Satisfaction of Rural Elementary (K-8) 
Principals”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

Anne M. Zahn

“The Impact of Content Allocation 
Instructional Minutes on Elementary 
Achievement in Northeastern Illinois”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Lora L. Wolff

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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College of Arts and Sciences 
Doctor of Philosophy

Environmental Science:  
Large River Ecosystems
Dr. Roger C. Viadero, Jr., Director

Michele Marie Rehbein

“Mosquitoes of Wetland and Low Order Streams 
in West-Central and North-Central Illinois: 
Developing Models Between the Culex Mosquito 
vs. Abiotic Factors and Identification of 
Mosquito Hosts Through Genetic Sequencing”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Roger C. Viadero, Jr.

Anshu Singh

“Environmental Partitioning of Trace Metals in 
the Vicinity of an Iron Foundry Slag Deposit at 
Carp Lake, Davenport, Iowa, USA”

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Roger C. Viadero, Jr.
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CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES

College of Arts and Sciences 
Master of Arts

	 English
	 Dr. Marjorie Allison,  
	 Interim Chair

*	Abidemi Bonita Akinbo
	 Saleh Mohammed 

Alshamrani
*	Savannah Dupont
	 Francesca Hamm
	 Kasandra L. Henshaw
*	Whitney Sullivan
	 Alex Weidenhamer

	G eography
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Dakota Clay Forbis
	 Sun Geun Sin

	H istory
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Matthew Paul Bersell
*	Harrison Schulte
	 Jillien Anne Zudell

	P olitical Science
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman, Chair

*	Courtney Dalton
	 Nofisat Eletu
	 Benjamin Paul Meyers
	 Oyindamola Ruth Olawepo
	 Katrina Helene Vandeven

	S ociology
	 Dr. Tawnya Adkins Covert, Chair

*	Shyan Edwards
*	Ejura Yetunde Salihu
*	Jaclyn Lorraine Smith

Master of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	 Liberal Arts and  
	S ciences
	 Dr. Betsy Perabo,  
	 Interim Director

*	David Vincent Ashby
*	Lamart Hudson

Master of Science

	 Biology
	 Dr. Ranessa L. Cooper, Chair

*	Rebecca Bocian
*	Edward Dean Davis
*	Nicholas E. Emory
*	Xiomy Janiria Pinchi Davila
	 Olivea M. Mendenhall
	 Cassidy R. Miles
*	Ajiboye Arinola Oloke
*	Maria-Jose Romero-Jimenez
*	Rajeev Roy
	 Ashley Lynn Stanley
*	Ummay Tamima Tasnim
	 Tyler Clayton Thomsen
*	Madeline Grace Tomczak
*	Dominique D. Turney

*	Jesse Aaron Williams
*	Zachary John Witzel
*	Nasser Zbeeb

	C hemistry
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair

	 Adeola Oluwakemi Adesoro
	 Naif Alwani
	 Alexandra Jane Brisbin
	 Bethany Ann Esterlen
	 Kyle Murphy
	 Bishnu Prasad Neupane
	 Ifeanyi Francis Offor
*	Elijah Openiyi
	 Abdullah Ali A. Rubayyi
	 Deanna Valdebenito

	P sychology
	 Dr. Karen L. Sears, Chair

*	Bradley Aleshire
	 An Nguyen Ha Le
*	Erin Leigh Murphy
*	Rachel Doreen Najdek
*	Kyle Reterstoff
	 Yashwanth Kumar Reddy 

Sudhini

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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College of Business and Technology 
Master of Accountancy

	A ccountancy
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

*	Bryce T. Allison
	 Alexandra Bledsoe

	 Mariah Lynne DeArmond
	 Joshua Charles Franke
	 Tamera Hudson
*	Christopher William Kennedy
	 Stefanija Micevic

*	Dylan Mizaur
*	Tolulope Folashade Nathan
	 Emily Reichert
	 Mary Ellen Tabin

Master of Business Administration

	 Business Administration
	 Dr. Tara Feld, Interim Director

	 Eric Avila
*	Ishita Bag
*	Elie Baliss
	 James Ballentine
*	Niels R. Bordes
	 Kamal Bouzegou
*	Andrew Bruce
	 Michael Joseph Button
	 Erin Dowell

	 Michaela Justinne Eagen
	 Christian A. Gaines
	 Eric J. Gaul
*	Zachary Brian Glisan
	 Melissa A. Gottwalt
	 Kiri Rachel Gray
	 Kerstin Nicole Guimon
	 Kelsey N. Lillion
*	Jennifer Anne McGuire
*	Brett Cortney Nielsen
*	Sergio Ortega

*	Marcus Pickett
	 Krystal J. Robinson
*	Matthew Michael Romkey
	 Kyle Sanft
	 Michael La Rae Sartorius
*	Brandon Jordan Schmidgall
	 Jason Kenneth Vander Laan
*	Johan Pascal Cyriaque Vernet
	 Jennifer L. Westerlund

Master of Science

	 Applied Statistics and  
	D ecision Analytics
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 James Abiodun Ajayi
*	Brittany A. Erickson
*	Shankar Prasad Ghimire
	 Grace Kikelomo Ibirogba
*	Md Asraful Islam Khan
	 Nalini Mallela
*	Tolulope Olupona
	 Signa Rogers
*	Emmanuel Sanchez Tovar
*	Mariela Antonia Trevino

	C omputer Science
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder, Director

	 Harish Reddy Anam
	 Lakshmi Samhitha Atluri
	 Gurpal Singh Bhangal
	 Jake Austin Bussa
	 Prathyusha Chinthala

	 Kavya Davuluri
	 Pragna Sahithi Garnini
	 Bruce Russell Gordon
	 Pooja Kilaru
	 Praneeth Koluguru
	 Mohmmed Alamin 

Abdelhafeez Mohammed
	 Venkata Siva Teja Prasanth 

Nune
	 Sai Vineeth Polineni
	 Satish Reddy Pullaiahgari Bala
	 Venkat Rasagna Ravvaarapu
	 Vinay Rudrangi
	 Gregory R. Sabo
	 Lakshmi Venkata Maurya Sakala
	 Ganesh Varala
	 Saikomali Vijayagiri

	 Engineering Technology
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

*	Semaj Matthew Arnold
	 Sai Kiran Badugu

	 Shyan Rochell Edwards
*	Marquis Sims-McCoy

	I nstructional Design  
	 and Technology
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Amanda LouAnne Allen
	 Leslie Butler
	 Kimberly M. Byers
	 Amir Deravi
	 John Gaszak
	 Shamiran Khoder
	 Andrea J. Kumlin
	 Terrell L. Odom
	 Andrew Justin Ward Spray
	 Nadia Syed
	 Charla Kathelyn Wood

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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Master of Science (continued)

	 Quantitative Economics
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 James Abiodun Ajayi
	 Geraldine E. Guarin

	 Kabine Gnalen Kaba
*	Tolulope Olupona
*	Md Abu Bakar Siddique

College of Education and Human Services 
Education Specialist

	 Educational Leadership
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Beau Buchs
	 Jennifer M. Lindsay
*	David Bryan Ptak

Master of Arts

	 Law Enforcement and  
	 Justice Administration
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Quadrea Allen
	 Bradley Carl Block
	 Kiley Amber Dix
	 Karl Preston Germany Jr.
*	Kevin D. Harrington
	 Derek William Hyrkas

	 Karin Kragenbrink
*	NaToshia M. LeShoure
*	Charles J. Leyden
*	Chelsea Marcene McCoy
	 Darrell Ayandia McCree
	 Lasbat Odunsi
*	Inés Palmiero Herrera
	 Amanda Marie Petersen
*	Kyleigh Madison Price
	 Rodolfo Rodriguez

	 Rachel Elizabeth Scott
	 Bethany Smith

	P ublic Safety  
	A dministration
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Joshua Ray Ferrari
	 Daniel Kerney
	 Lawrence James Albert Walls

Master of Science

	 Health Sciences
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Damilola Ayomide Agboola
	 Ibiyinka Amokeodo
*	Alyssa Lynn Detrick
*	Joseph Jeremias Fonseca-Islas
*	Nneka Felicia Ibeh
	 Maria Star King
*	Benjamin Ndibeshe
	 Esther Oyinlola Ogunrinde
	 Alice Oloo
	 Marisol Vega

	 Kinesiology
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

*	Skylar Marie Beard
	 Jessika R. Dieringer
*	Alexander Hafemann
	 Viktoria Ramkvist
*	Mason Douglas Reed
*	Rohit Saluja

	R ecreation, Park and  
	T ourism Administration
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Paul R. Briney

*	David Brodwyn
*	John Finegan
*	Haily M. Hinson
*	Jamila Jenkins
*	Brady Kyle Long
	 EmiLee Ann Novak
	 Sadie Parker
	 Katie Van Sloten
	 Courtney R. Wagner

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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Master of Science (continued)

	S port Management
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Ashley Anne Dumler
	 Imani Johnson

	 Tyler Johnson
*	Nathan Oquendo

Master of Science in Education

	 Counseling
	 Dr. Holly J. Nikels, Chair

*	Laura J. Bragg

	C urriculum and  
	I nstruction
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

*	James A. Adamson
	 Hannah Allison
	 Tyler Allison
	 Amanda M. Anderson
	 Alicia Beadel
	 Nicole Cole
*	Andrea Friedlund Flees
*	Paige Diane Kazy-Garey
	 Amy Knourek
	 Jane A. Krueger
	 Juell Ann Markowski
	 Oris I. Marsala
	 Amelia Meyer
	 Tara B. Miller
	 Eman Mohamed
*	Emily Mooningham
	 Stephanie Ruhberg
	 Amy Sadler
	 Amanda Rae Schaubroeck
*	Jaden Mackenzi Shoff
	 Abigail Rose Tapling

	 Shyanne Nachole Thomas
	 Christa Ann Welch

	 Educational Leadership
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Anna Beth Anderson
*	Brock Bainter
	 Mollie A. Baner
*	Lauren Alyssa Bentzinger
*	Kathryn Blakeslee
*	Kara Kaye Bumsted
*	Jenah Marie Burkitt
	 Colleen Marie Callahan
	 Melissa Davidson
*	Brianne Katherine Rae DeBrock
*	Megan A. Dillon
*	Shauna Marie Dinges
*	Jennifer Donnelly
*	Courtney Lou Gaulrapp
*	Kellie Kristine Glenn
*	Kelly Gosch
*	Marla S. Graham
*	Stacey Anne Harrington
*	Jessica Jayne Meusel
*	Ryanne Elizabeth Nason
	 Brett Noble
	 Elizabeth Leslie Crinklaw 

Perkins

	 Jennifer J. Pinkston
	 Dail E. Rice
	 Stacy M. Rohm
*	Emily Schrock
*	Elizabeth Anne Seals
*	Melanie M. Selmi
	 Jodi Sierra
*	Justin R. Stevenson
	 Cami Jo Tapscott
*	Nathan Vandermyde
	 Lauren Wilcoxen

	 Educational Studies
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Leslie Kristine Adamson
*	Christina Rae Burroughs
	 Morgan J. Enburg
	 Arika Faith
*	Karen A. Heaton
	 Diane E. Johnson
*	Laura Polizzi
*	Rebecca Wade Vargas

	R eading
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Meredith Lynn Hancks
	 Cassandra Smith

College of Fine Arts and Communication 
Master of Fine Arts

	 Theatre
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian, Chair

*	Ezekiel A. Bocklage
	 Rebecca Rankin

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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Master of Arts

	 Communication
	 Dr. Peter F. Jorgensen, Chair

	 Dalton Leebold
*	Olivia Marie Morris
*	Devin Rings
	 Porcha Windham

	M useum Studies
	 Dr. Pamela J. White, Director

	 Abby Klug
	 Eliza Ross
	 Kendall Scott Thompson
	 Timothy Van Ginkel
	 Emily Van Waardhuizen

Master of Music

	 Music
	 Dr. Jeffrey Brown, Director

*	Kaiyan Wang

Master of Science

	 Speech Pathology
	 Dr. Amanda B. Silberer, Chair

	 Kelsey Marie Snowden

Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs 
Master of Arts

	C ommunity and  
	 Economic Development
	 Dr. Christopher D. Merrett,  
	 Director

*	Innocent Oshoke Asevameh
	 Gaynell D. Brewer
*	Cali Sunshine Milligan
	 Paul George Plagenz
*	Kathleen C. Preissing
*	Dallas Thueringer
	 Kathleen Weber
	 Jonathan Weyer

*	Completed degree requirements Summer 2020
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CANDIDATES FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

College of Arts and Sciences 
Bachelor of Arts

	A nthropology
	 Dr. Tawnya Adkins Covert,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Niki L. Nation 
	 ___
	 Alexis Coronell
	 Austin Glen Gale
	 Abigail Leigh Griffin
*	Niki L. Nation 
	 Lori Alexandria Marie Reeves

	 English
	 Dr. Marjorie Allison,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Carmen Maria Bizarri

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Carmen Maria Bizarri 

	 Cum Laude
*	Hannah M. Edwards 
	 Erica Joy Parrigin
	 ___
	 Justin Christopher Behn
	 Emma Dayhoff
	 Emilie Hahn
	 Sydnei Flynne Jones
	 Samantha Lindholm

	 Madison Lee Miller
	 Kalen Rheana Stanford
	 Taylor L. Waugh

	F oreign Languages  
	 and Cultures
	 Dr. Luciano C. Picanco, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Carlyann Pyles 

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Carlyann Pyles 
	 ___
	 Emily Elizabeth Kreiman

	H istory
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Jordan Colin Monson

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Jordan Colin Monson 
	 Madison Sphar
	 ___
	 Larry C. Heck
	 Katelyn Kalata
	 Nick J. Klein
	 Marisa Jean Mitchell
	 Austin Riley

	 William Jay Schubert
	 Leonard Chase Shipley
	 Vanessa Danielle Williams

	P olitical Science
	 Dr. Keith A. Boeckelman, Chair

	 Andrew Greer
	 Haylie Kristine Kremnitzer
	 Sarah Marie Maier
	 Max Nicholas Olack
	 Tashara Juanice Royster

	S ociology
	 Dr. Tawnya Adkins Covert,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Julia Imaris Rivera 
	 ___
	 Madison Blinick
*	Davora Sáde Buchanan 
	 Albert Z. Chen
	 Tiffany Diane Helms
	 Trista Jo Malone
	 Julia Imaris Rivera 

	S panish Education
	 Dr. Luciano C. Picanco, Chair

*	Austin Maher 

Bachelor of Science

	B iology
	 Dr. Ranessa L. Cooper, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Jael N. Wotsho 

	 Cum Laude
	 Octavio Huerta
	 ___
	 Breonna Marie Sue Balensiefen
	 Gayla Bean
	 Noelle Marie Beausoleil

	 Tonya Byron
	 Ariel M. Grady
	 Brittaney McCarthy
	 Eliana Sherrell Nickerson
	 Mary Samantha Peterman
	 Paige Marie Retter
	 Syrena Saddler
	 Jada Sneed
	 Ayomide Victoria Tabiti
	 James Triggs
	 Julia Wormer 

*	Jael N. Wotsho 
	 Alexis N. Zaide

	C hemistry
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Michael Anthony Viti 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Michael Anthony Viti 
	 ___

*	Centennial Honors Scholar
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science (continued)
	 Amoiya L. Green
	 Matthew Nicholas Ward

	F orensic Chemistry
	 Dr. Rose M. McConnell, Chair

	 Jacob Ryan Barnhill

	G eographic  
	I nformation Science
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Alexander Wagley 
	 ___
	 Gregory Loren Bryant
	 Jonathan Alexander López-

Tyahla
	 Jiajie Lu
	 Alexander Wagley 

	G eology
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Michael J. B. Camasta
	 Sebastien R. Mure-Ravaud

	M athematics
	 Dr. Victoria Baramidze, Chair

	 Michael L. Bruns

	M eteorology
	 Dr. Samuel K. Thompson, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Anthony M. Yattoni 
	 ___
	 Matthew Alexander English
	 Anthony M. Yattoni 

	P hysics
	 Dr. Kishor T. Kapale, Chair

	 Cum Laude
	 Alex Briney

	P sychology
	 Dr. Karen L. Sears, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Laura Ballesteros Font

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Laura Ballesteros Font
*	Paula Andrea Ramirez 

	 Cum Laude
	 Angela Beatriz Cabreza
*	Samantha Rose McJunkin 
	 ___
	 Laura K. Albright
	 Andrea K. Anton
	 Carlos Barranca

	 DeShaun Bechstein
	 Kaylie Ann Bednar
	 Ashlee Marie Daniels
	 Amy L. Devleeschouwer
	 Zekari Iman Dungey
	 Cammi Rae Fraker
	 Anna Golding
*	Marisa Nicole Guernsey 
	 Adriana Icenogle
	 Sable Lee Icenogle
	 Marrissa Knockel
	 Casche Monique Knox
	 Nancy Marie Leinwander
	 Jordan Nicole Looney
*	Jennifer Joan Rosa Lopez 
	 Kaitlyn Mabrito
	 Maria Guadalupe Manzo
	 Jocelyne Mendoza
	 Asya Morrison
	 Leanna Reimann
	 Jazeline Alize Rodriguez
	 Liliana Rodriguez
	 Beatriz Angelica Sanchez
	 Kiley Rynae Schneider
	 Riley Schumacher
	 Erick Silva
	 Jamie Simond
	 Patricia Watts
	 Ashlei R. White
	 Monique Dashay Williams

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

	N ursing
	 Dr. P. Lea Monahan, Director

	 Bryce Joseph Williams

Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	L iberal Arts  
	 and Sciences
	 Dr. James A. Schmidt,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Damien Nadasit Swords
	 ___

	 Marissa Kletke
	 Brody Eric Lee Jr.
	 Holly Sackfield-Ryser
	 Vinushree Sharma
	 Reise Simpson
	 Sha-lynn Shamale Smith
	 Steven Kyle Speight
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

College of Business and Technology 
Bachelor of Arts

	 Economics
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 Jacob F. Hall
	 Brianna Mulcahy

Bachelor of Business

	A ccountancy
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Devan Nicole Grimm

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Abigail J. Tholen

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Megan Nicole Rasmussen
	 ___
	 Ashlee N. T. Boelens
	 Austin D. Bonney
	 Tara J. Carlson
	 Ami Mawuto Eklou
	 Kokou Mensah Eklou
	 John P. Flesher
	 Christopher J. Gilbert
	 Devan Nicole Grimm 
	 Alyssa Legg
	 Andrea Margaret Lynn Lewis
	 Khalil McMeans
	 Michelle Diana Lynn Nelson
*	Ryan Patrick Olenek
	 Katrina Lynn Peel
	 Kevin Fernando Puga
	 Jacki J. Ranck
	 Amber Kay Raygor
	 Jiraporn P. Spurr
	 Matthew Van Pelt
	 Cierra Cristin Walls

	B usiness Analytics
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Elijah John Elkerton

	 Cum Laude
	 Elijah John Elkerton 

	F inance
	 Dr. Jessica L. Lin,  
	 Interim Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Paul Kirdorf

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Paul Kirdorf 
	 ___
	 Alec Mitchell Gober
	 Vivian Lopez
	 Cylis J. West
	 Mar-Tasia Williams-Alexander

	H uman Resource  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Aingel Matos-Avila 

	 Cum Laude
	 Aingel Matos-Avila 
	 ___
	 Tirenioluwa O. Ajibola
	 Shelby L. Blair
	 Natalie Hester
	 Harleigh Lynn Jones
	 Taylor McCune
	 Nikki Leigh Rumburg
	 Jaylah Whitfield

	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Alan Millage 

	 ___
	 Zachary T. Harris
	 Brian Jackson Jr.
	 Sydni Martin
	 Alan Millage 
	 Sunday Paw
	 Tyra Pope
	 Ashton Potter
	 Adam Thiele
	 Korey Wenstrup
	 Mya Thu Zar

	M arketing
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Breanna Reneé Bicksler
	 Madison L. Embry
	 Jessica Lynn Fink
	 Kennedy Cathleen Gray
	 Dalton Kiselewski
	 Khalid J. Laster
	 Devin Jacob Martel
	 Jeffrey Roberts
	 Grace Schafer
	 Timothy Whittler

	S upply Chain  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Avery S. Dunker

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Avery S. Dunker 
	 ___
	 Madeline Anderson
	 Ayanna Banks
	 Megan R. Carver
	 Daniel Chmura
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Business (continued)
	 Lucas Kent Cole
	 Ethan Wold Cook
	 Alexis Esparza
	 Dalton E. Jacobs

	 Chad A. Johnson
	 Justin Kotaska
	 Nathan Newell
	 Monica Sanchez

	 Christopher Schafer
	 Bosco Nathan Semanda
	 Koby Michael Stropes
	 Brittany Vazquez

Bachelor of Science

	A griculture
	 Dr. Andrew J. Baker, Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Amy Marie Johnson 

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Amy Marie Johnson 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Chad A. Johnson
*	Brittany Elaine Twidwell 

	 Cum Laude
	 Shane Eggimann
	 ___
	 Tyler Alexander
	 Alex Asa Canada
	 Sarah Hunnicutt
	 Hannah Janiece Libby
	 Brandon Livingston
	 Christopher A. Martin
	 Hunter James Masters
	 Brian Keith Meeks Jr.
	 Trent Porter
	 Sarah R. Seitz
	 James Douglas Talley
	 Zachery Glenn Taylor
	 Maggie Lee Torrance
	 Kolby Roth Vandenbergh
	 David Edward Walker
	 Cole James Whisman
	 Noah T. Willoughby
	 Jinhui Wu

	A pparel and Textile  
	M erchandising
	 Dr. Craig A. Conrad, Director

	 Latifah Laverne Greer
	 Jabria Mays
	 Rebecca A. Suggs

	C omputer Science
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Gavin Del Horner 

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Nichole Roberts 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Gavin Del Horner 

	 Cum Laude
*	Rebecca Elizabeth Langys 
	 ___
	 Brandon W. Ahrens
	 Schaeffer L. Aschemann
	 Rian Cervantes
	 Clayton Curtis Johnsen
	 Samuel Kline
	 Logan McDowell
	 Matthew F. Orth
	 Thomas Patterson IV
	 Scott Kevin Underwood
	 Picard Yang

	C onstruction and  
	F acilities Management
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Danielle Shaddai Burlingame 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Danielle Shaddai Burlingame 
	 ___
	 Pedro Blanco Jr.
	 Alamar C. Ladd
	 Justin Michael Miller
	 Devanta James Edward 

Wade-Hawkins

	C yber Security
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Jeffrey Daniel Kinzer
	 ___
	 Jeffrey Daniel Kinzer
	 Christopher Allen Zobrist

	 Engineering  
	T echnology
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Clint Branko Ratkovich

	 Cum Laude
	 Clint Branko Ratkovich 
	 ___
	 Adam Jeremy Barber
	 Donald J. Dirks
	 Precious Harrell
	 Davion Lucas
	 Kafele Miller-Morrison
	 Terrell Rodgers
	 Jared M. Ross
	 Isaiah L. White
	 Jakob Milo Wimpey

	G raphic Communication
	 Mr. Rafael Obregon,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Kaitlin Seiler
	 ___
	 Rafael Omar Calzada
	 Brandon Dority
	 Jose Angel Espinoza
	 Morgan Elizabeth Payne
	 Marcus Smith
	 Amanda Kate Vyhnanek
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science (continued)

	I nformation Systems
	 Dr. Dennis M. DeVolder,  
	 Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 David Wayne Ross 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Hunter A. Peterson
	 ___
	 Skhar Jaber Allbikhan
	 Brennon Gramling
	 David Wayne Ross 
	 Jacoby Jovan Terry

	M echanical Engineering
	 Dr. William F. Pratt, Director

	 Thomas S. Green

College of Education and Human Services 
Bachelor of Science

	A thletic Training
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Christopher Michael Nelson
	 Alex MacDaniel Tyson

	 Emergency Management
	 Dr. Jill Jolene Myers, Director

	 Department Scholar
	 Casey Vaughn Hendrickson 
	 ___
	 Casey Vaughn Hendrickson

	 Exercise Science
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Nia I. Bell 
	 ___
	 Nia I. Bell
	 Ethan Christenson
	 Alysia Marie Diaz
	 Joseph K. Gennaro Jr.
	 Jacob Brian MacLean
	 Olivia S. Main
	 Ali Marie Quiñones
	 Nina Inez Quiñones
	 Robert T. Rinell III
	 Jasmine E. Rios
	 Gabriel C. Sandoval
	 Johnathon D. Stirn
	 Elizabeth Anne Vollinger

	F amily and  
	C onsumer Sciences
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Briana Jakia Johnson
	 Alexis Monroy

	F ire Protection  
	S ervices
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Zachary Alan Hingson
	 ___
	 Jeffrey Alan Bryant Jr.
	 Alexander Michael Carras
	 Kyle W. Eighner
	 Zachary Alan Hingson 
	 Seth J. Holtschlag
	 Christian Sture Kroeger
	 Connor Joseph Reppen
	 Fermin Rodriguez Jr.
	 Mario A. Salazar
	 Howard Williams

	H ealth Services  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Tyesha Lynea Dunbar
	 Julie Dang Le
	 Grace Carolyn Long
	 Lynda Kim Pham
	 Caleb D. Schmidt
	 Mikhai Tsegaye
	 Jeremiah Osazuwa Usiosefe

	H ospitality  
	M anagement
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Kate Jane Marie Birr 

	 Cum Laude
	 Marrion Nicole Ore
	 ___
	 Derrick Moore
	 Herbert Sommer

	L aw Enforcement and  
	 Justice Administration
	 Dr. Jill Joline Myers, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Ashley N. Peto 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Salma Pasillas
	 Bradley S. Schulte

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Kyle William Arnold
	 Jade Nicole Grenoble
	 Isaac Matthew Peyton

	 Cum Laude
*	Manuel Luna III
	 Ashley N. Peto 
	 Tyler Huston Rohlwing
*	Michael Sheppard 
	 Frank Steven Vollmer Jr.
	 Andrew Q. Wagner
	 ___
	 Kyle Jacob Adermann
	 Taylor Allen
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Bachelor of Science (continued)
	 Mikia Judith Anderson
	 Abria Jeshaiah Barker
	 Cindy Odalys Barralaga
	 Tomasz Bartyzel
	 Kendra S. Berkley
	 Timothy L. Blackburn Jr.
	 Jacoby E. Brand
	 Ashley Noelle Bulla
	 Bryan Bumps
	 Hunter James Butler
	 Breanna Canby
	 Miles Chaloupka
	 Yazmin Corral
	 James Michael Corralejo
	 Kaliyn Amillia Douglas 

Cummings
	 Cole Steven DeLap
	 Norman Gene Donahue Jr.
	 Alexis Elaine Dowd
	 Taylor English
	 Mark Faltynek
	 Devin Richard Fees
	 Stephanie J. Flores Santizo
	 Adilene Gallegos
	 Kelly Gallegos
	 Isabel Garcia
	 Ryan J. Garst
*	Steven D. Gates 
	 Kevin Haro
	 Angel Harper
	 Cassandra Healy
	 Hunter Michael Imhof
	 Makaylia Jackson
	 Jack Francis Jessen
	 Amanda Johnson
	 Brandon K. Keller
	 Wojciech N. Kuras
	 Kalia Latianna Lafayette
	 Jmari Langston
	 Nathan M. Loftus
	 Diana Lopez
	 Dylan B. Lovato
*	Bryan Michael Lunardi 
	 Matthew McBean
	 Grahm McClure
	 Jenna A. Mellinger
	 Brody L. Mitchell
	 Natalie Katherine Mota
	 Henry Munoz

	 Timothy Jess Nichols
	 Oliwia Nowak
	 Jeremy Ocampo
*	Elijah D. G. Packley 
	 Yuri Parker
	 Bruce Patrick
	 Cody Michael Pesola
	 Emily Kathryne Redmond
	 Ricardo Rivera
	 Taylor Robinson
	 Anakaren Salazar
	 Nicholas Sherman
	 Kiara Marie Simmons
	 Zacharias Smith
	 Kristiana Nicole Stolzman
	 Shelby Kay Strawn
	 Dailey Morgan Szopinski
	 Marco Valdez
	 Ryan Wands
	 James Whitman Williams
	 Anissa Yvonne Wilson
	 Frank Conner Zimmers
	 Taylor A. Zoerner

	N utrition and Dietetics
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Olivia Faith Kaufmann 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Olivia Faith Kaufmann 
	 ___
	 Karine O. Darko
	 Markie S. Woolbright

	N utrition and  
	F oodservice Management
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Katherine Erin Owens

	P hysical Education K-12
	 Dr. Renee L. Polubinsky, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Miranda Brant 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Miranda Brant 
	 Hailey Elizabeth Duwa
	 Abigail Rayette Richter
	 ___
	 Jacob Tyler Ciskowski
	 Christian J. Cramer
	 Julio C. Montes
	 Tyson Dewaine Nylin
	 Cole Schrodt
	 Cristian Silva
	 Jonathan S. Swanson

	P ublic Health
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Taiwo Yetunde Adepoju
	 Nia-Simone Amos
	 Terrance Bruce Jr.

	R ecreation, Park and  
	T ourism Administration
	 Dr. Michael D. Lukkarinen,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Lily Nora Margaret Moser 
	 ___
	 Andrew Minhle Bierl
	 Aeron Bosworth
	 Carson Miles Bowen
	 Kaylee M. Chiavario
	 Sean Thomas Dowling
	 Olivia Frogner
	 Dylan Thomas Haley
	 Brett Hesselberg
	 Jarred James King
	 Melanie Schvae Elaine Larkin
	 Lily Nora Margaret Moser 
	 Kayla A. O. Olatunji
	 Mackenzie Pilger
	 Audrey Gia Randolph
	 Erin Michelle Rittenhouse
	 William C. Robertson
	 Jade Robles
	 Olivia Schulte
	 Carson Thomas
	 Michaela N. Thompson
	 Katlyn Marie Tomasetti

*	Centennial Honors Scholar
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Bachelor of Science in Education

	 Elementary Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Cynthia Ann Peterson-Castro 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Jamie L. Dowell
	 Miranda D. Morrison
	 Jacob D. Viaene

	 Cum Laude
	 Olivia Ann Workman
	 ___
	 Madeline Marie Anderson
	 Brooke Boyette-Foltz
	 Brie Bredeck
	 De’Laney S. Breen
	 Kimberly Chenoweth
	 Tommy Glenn Davies

	 Meghan Elizabeth Flanagan
	 Audrey Frohling
	 Kellsie Gedye
	 Rebecca Ann Johnson
	 Sydney M. Larkey
	 Taliyah Laneyce Meeks
	 Meghan G. Mulholland
	 Voloria Charelle Noland
	 Cynthia Ann Peterson-

Castro 
	 Brianna Rogers
	 Cammi Marie Wallarab

	M iddle Level Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Kelly A. Joiner 

	 Magna Cum Laude
	 Kelly A. Joiner 
	 ___
	 Hayden Robert Blaetz

	S pecial Education
	 Dr. Eric C. Sheffield, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Allison Ann Richter 
	 ___
	 Cierra Jordin Hambsch
	 Marissa Karina Licea
	 Allison Ann Richter 
	 Kylie M. Vollmar

Bachelor of Social Work

	S ocial Work
	 Dr. Lorette S. Oden, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Jacob W. Harvey 

	 ___
	 Aneesha Teaira Abdullah
	 Briana Star Banks
	 Alexis Marie Curtis
	 Megan Leigh Czachorski

	 Mikayla Echols
*	Emily Faith Angel Graham 
	 Jacob W. Harvey 
	 Dana Wright

College of Fine Arts and Communication 
Bachelor of Arts

	A rt
	 Ms. Kathleen M. Myers, Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 Jimena Espinoza
	 ___
	 Andria Andrade
	 Jocelyn Cain
	 Haley Nicole Delgado
	 Jimena Espinoza 
	 Jade Raven Hall
	 Dylan R. Mack
	 Kai R. Zumbahlen

	B roadcasting
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	David Edward Koier 
	 ___
	 Dejapri Alexander
	 Caleb Joseph Camp
	 Zoë Grace Govan
	 Ariel Elise Harris
	 Danielle D. Hughes
	 Victorius N. Lindsey
	 Christian Montoya
	 Bradley Alexander Motton
	 Kyle Joseph Samuels
	 DuWayne Carlious Walton II
	 David Anthony Young

	B roadcasting and  
	 Journalism
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Department Scholar 
	 Heather Bonde 

	 Summa Cum Laude
	 Heather Bonde 
	 ___
	 Noah William Royer

	C ommunication
	 Dr. Peter F. Jorgensen, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Evan Roberts Baker 

*	Centennial Honors Scholar
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Arts (continued)
	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Evan Roberts Baker 
*	Zakary Tyler Piper 

	 Cum Laude
	 Mary E. Keller
	 Grayson W. Stoik
	 Tony Tate
	 ___
	 Cory Abbey II
	 Jamel Adams
	 Joshua James Brennan
	 Griffin J. Bruns
	 Ta’lor Desiree Coleman
	 Isabel Rosanne Conner
	 Elizabeth R. Cook
	 Naomi Rose Downing
	 Isaiah A. Ferguson
	 Terri Ford
	 Tankyzer Fountain

	 Mary Friday
	 Jasmine N. Garcia
	 Jessica Renee Glenn
	 Marilyn Jeanine Hall
	 Erika Elizabeth Hay
	 Myesha Areana Hunter
	 Courtney E. Jones
	 Deja L. Jones
	 Kevin Jordan
	 Tyranesha Eleshia LeFlore
	 Justin Montalto
	 Haylee Morse
	 Betty Pauline Nicklaus
	 Sadie L. Reinbeck
	 Kejuan D. Rucker
	 Nataya L. Shorter
	 Aonna Maria Sierra
	 Richard M. Williams
	 Shamara Williams

	 Journalism
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian,  
	 Interim Chair

	 Bradley Piros

	T heatre
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian, Chair

	 Department Scholar
	 Jasmyn Anaiya Thomas 
	 ___
	 Christopher Holling
	 Emery Lade
	 Nathan Bruce Moore
	 Jessica E. Piekarski
	 Jessi Ramirez
	 Jasmyn Anaiya Thomas 

Bachelor of Fine Arts

	A rt
	 Ms. Kathleen M. Myers, Chair

	 Department Scholar 
*	Laura Kay Warner 

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Laura Kay Warner 

	M usical Theatre
	 Ms. Tammy L. Killian, Chair

	 Sara King
	 Alexander Scott Watson

Bachelor of Music

	M usic
	 Dr. Jeffrey Brown, Director

	 Department Scholar 
*	Morgan Ann-Marie Miller

	 Summa Cum Laude
*	Susan Carol Arns 
*	Morgan Alaine Burwell 
*	Elliot Paul Butler
	 Taylor Marshall
*	Morgan Ann-Marie Miller
	 Lydia Sharon Olson
	 Khrista Nichole Towle
*	Lauren Wood 

	 Magna Cum Laude
*	Ashlyn Renee Carnes
*	Isabelle Gabriella DeBold 

	 Bruce Wayne Johnson
	 Kaylyn Diane Masiakiewicz
*	Cicely Amber McCain 

	 Cum Laude
	 Sabrina Isabella Alt
	 John D. Schilder
	 Benjamin S. Scholz
	 ___
	 Madelyn Colleen Garrott
*	Brianna Gene Michelle Haas 
	 Merle Lane Harmon III
	 Haley Isenhower
	 Erique Johnson
	 Jacinda Martinez
	 Mark Mixon Jr.
	 Carlie Jo Olson
	 Kole Joseph Shuda

	 Cody Allen Sikes
	 Sydney L. Taylor
	 Rebecca Kaylee Wilcox
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*	Centennial Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science

	S peech Pathology  
	 and Audiology
	 Dr. Amanda B. Silberer, Chair

	 Casandra K. Tanna

General Studies Degree Program 
Bachelor of Arts

	G eneral Studies
	 Dr. Jeffrey W. Hancks, Director

	 Department Scholar 
	 Amy S. Everetts 
	 ___
	 Sarah Marie Allen
	 Lauren Elizabeth Anders
	 Key’Vonta R. Anderson
	 Mariah Bailey
	 Amy Marie Bean
	 Emily Ann Brandenburg
*	Paul Butler
	 Mia Ann Calderone
	 Lindsay Christine Cash
	 Raymond Castellano
	 Brittani Marie Christopher
	 Darrell Collins
	 Jennifer Marie De Smet
	 Donald Dunfee
	 Justus Gaige Elston
	 Amy S. Everetts 
	 Kelly Fink
	 Andria Lynette Gant
	 Aaron James Gentille
	 Cyrus Goines
	 Darrian Gregory
	 Kirk Hare
	 Gloria L. Harris
	 Darren J. Hart
	 Joseph Francis Hart
	 Blake A. Harvey
	 Tony Allen Hayes
	 Stevie Hesse
	 Stephanie G. Hoffman
	 Robert Hostert
	 Jeffrey Stephen Isenburg
	 Jasen J. Isom
	 Jenna Oriana Johnson
	 Kanesha Nae Chelle Johnson

	 Joseph J. Jugovich
	 Stephanie Jo Kelly
	 Megan E. Kepple
	 Lacale London
	 Joshua Nathan Margewich
	 Desiree S. McCollum
	 Dalee Jade Medley
	 Adam Milsap
	 Daymon Demetrios Murray
	 Madison Myers
	 Michael Perillo
	 Jacob Dalton Peterson
	 Brandon Pledge
	 Jimmiria Renee Porter
	 Breana M. Reyes
	 Ryan Roberts
	 Justin Rogowski
	 Curtis M. Rosing
	 Aaron Michael Saenz
	 Cassandra Salas-Mikaio
	 Shanice S. Sharp
	 Taylor Thomas Shubert
	 Breon Smith
	 Thomas J. Torres Jr.
	 Marcus James Wages
	 Jacob Paul Walch
	 Stephen Wallace
	 Lenora L. Wildermuth
	 Lawrence Howard Williams Jr.
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“Western Loyalty”
(Western Illinois University Alma Mater)

Western students come together, Learning life’s new way to pave. 
Paths before us, ever striving, Purple, gold, our color’s brave. 

We all hold the keys within us. With new knowledge we will grow. 
Stronger in our bond unyielding, Truer to the world we know.

Chorus:  
Hail to Western, Alma Mater, May we honor thy fair name. 
Hail to Western, ever greater, on to conquest and to fame.
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History of Western

On April 24,1899, a bill to establish Western Illinois University (then called Western Illinois 
State Normal School) was passed by the state legislature. Macomb was selected in 1900 
as the location for the new normal school in west central Illinois, and on Tuesday, Sept. 
23, 1902, Western Illinois State Normal School opened its doors for the first official day of 
classes on the new campus.

In 1921, the General Assembly changed the name of Western Illinois State Normal School 
to Western Illinois State Teachers College, and in 1947, the school was renamed Western 
Illinois State College. Ten years later, the school became Western Illinois University. 
Illinois Gov. William G. Stratton approved the change July 5, 1957, and Western began its 
transformation into a university. 

Today, Western offers numerous undergraduate and graduate degree programs, as well as two 
doctoral programs and several post-baccalaureate certificate programs, and is comprised of 
the main campus in Macomb, IL, and the urban Quad Cities campus in Moline, IL.




	VIRTUAL Fall 2020 Commencement Program Cover
	VIRTUAL Fall 2020 Commencement Program Text

