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Academic Calendar for 2024-2025

The academic year consists of the Fall and Spring semesters and one eight-week Summer
session. Each semester includes 15 weeks of instruction and one week of final examinations.
The Summer session includes a pre-session, one eight-week, one six-week, and two
four-week periods of instruction. The information below was accurate at the time of
publication of this catalog. For updates, please see wiu.edu/provost/calendar/index.php.

Fall Semester, 2024

August 19, Monday
September 2, Monday
September 3, Tuesday
October 4, Friday
October 7, Monday
November 5, Tuesday

November 6, Wednesday
November 25-29, Monday-Friday
November 28-29, Thursday-Friday
December 2, Monday

December 9-13, Monday-Friday
December 14, Saturday

Spring Semester, 2025

January 13, Monday
January 20, Monday

January 21, Tuesday
February 12, Wednesday

February 13, Thursday
March 10-14, Monday-Friday
March 17, Monday

May 5-9, Monday-Friday
May 9, Friday

May 10, Saturday

Summer Session, 2025

May 12, Monday
May 26, Monday
May 27, Tuesday
May 30, Friday
June 2, Monday

June 19, Thursday

June 20, Friday
June 27, Friday
June 30, Monday
July 4, Friday

July 7, Monday
July 11, Friday
July 25, Friday

Classes Begin

Labor Day (No Classes/University Closed)

Classes Resume

Fall Break (No Classes)

Classes Resume

2024 General Election Day (No Classes/
University Closed)

Classes Resume

Thanksgiving Break (No Classes)

Thanksgiving Holiday (University Closed)

Classes Resume

Final Exam Week

Undergraduate and Graduate Commencement

Classes Begin

Dr. Martin Luther King Day (No Classes/
University Closed)

Classes Resume

Lincoln’s Birthday (No Classes/University
Closed)

Classes Resume

Spring Break (No Classes)

Classes Resume

Final Exam Week

Graduate Commencement

Undergraduate Commencement

Pre-Session Begins

Memorial Day (No Classes/University Closed)

Pre-Session Classes Resume

Pre-Session Ends

Eight-Week, Six-Week, and First Four-Week
Sessions Begin

Juneteenth National Independence Day (No
Classes/University Closed)

Classes Resume

First Four-Week Session Ends

Second Four-Week Session Begins

Independence Day (No Classes/University
Closed)

Classes Resume

Six-Week Session Ends

All Remaining Sessions End
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Introduction

About Western lllinois University

Since 1899, Western Illinois University has provided outstanding educational
opportunities to individuals in west central Illinois and well beyond our region and
state. WIU’s traditional residential campus in Macomb, Illinois, is the educational,
cultural, and athletic center of the region, while the WIU-Quad Cities commuter branch
campus in Moline, Illinois, is the only public university in the immediate Quad Cities
region. The main campus is located in Macomb, the McDonough County seat, 40 miles
east of the Mississippi River. The city has a population of approximately 15,100. Two
U.S. highways, 136 and 67, intersect at Macomb and provide direct access to Interstates
74, 80, and 55. Rail passenger service is available twice daily from Quincy and Chicago
to Macomb. Western Illinois University—Quad Cities is located in Moline, Illinois,
which is approximately 80 miles north of the main campus in Macomb.

The WIU-Macomb campus offers a comprehensive slate of undergraduate and graduate
programs, including a doctorate in education. The WIU-Quad Cities campus offers
select undergraduate and graduate programs, including a doctorate in education and a
doctorate in environmental studies, at its metropolitan, commuter campus.

Employing an outstanding, diverse faculty and staff committed to multicultural

and international education, Western Illinois University offers undergraduate and
graduate programs of study to approximately 7,100 students from Illinois, across the
nation, and around the world. Providing excellent instruction is the highest priority
of the University’s faculty and administration. The faculty is responsible for 93% of
the total student credit hours earned at the undergraduate level. Although primarily
dedicated to teaching, WIU faculty members participate in extensive research and
creative activities.

With more than a century of growth and development, and more than 140,000 living
alumni around the globe, Western Illinois University maintains a strong sense of
community and historic commitments to student access, affordability, and success.
Western has been recognized for several years as a “Best Midwestern College” by the
Princeton Review.

Justice, Inclusion, Diversity and Equity (JIDE) (wiu.edu/jide)

Western Illinois University fosters respect, equity, and inclusion for all students,
faculty, and staff. WIU is committed to anti-racism, anti-oppression, equity, social
justice, and diversity. We value inclusion as a core value and as an essential element of
Western’s public service mission. WIU embraces individual uniqueness and a culture of
inclusion that supports broad and specific diversity initiatives. Western believes in the
educational and institutional benefits of diversity in society as integral to the success
of all individuals.

At WIU, we will:

e Maintain a safe and secure environment for all members of our University
communities.

¢ Educate and empower students, staff, and faculty to be social justice advocates.

¢ Provide curricula, programs, training, resources, and environments that
reflect and strengthen the diversity of our communities, and to elevate cultural
awareness and understanding.

¢ Ensure fair, equitable, and inclusive access to University facilities, programs,
resources, and services.

e Create inclusive and equitable policies and practices.

o Diversify the University’s workforce by assessing hiring practices to attract,
retain, and develop talented staff and faculty from diverse backgrounds.
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¢ Address intergroup disparities through areas such as representation, retention,
learning outcomes, and graduation rates.

¢ Create and maintain a University-wide diversity plan to ensure a continued
commitment to anti-racism, anti-oppression, equity, social justice, and diversity.

Recognitions & Accreditations

Because of WIU’s long-time support of veterans and active duty service members, the
University has been recognized as a “Military Friendly School” by Vigtory/Military
Friendly, achieving “Gold” status for 2022-23. Western ranked #2 in the United States
for small public universities earning the Gold Top 10 status, and WIU is recognized as
a “Best for Vets College” by Military Times magazine, ranking 24th out of 134 four-year
institutions across the U.S. WIU is the only Illinois public institution in the top 50, and
one of only two Illinois public institutions in the list of four-year schools.

Western Illinois University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. The
University’s teacher licensure programs are approved by the Illinois State Board

of Education. In addition, many of its departments and schools are accredited by

professional agencies, including the following:

¢ ABET: Engineering Accreditation Commission of ABET

e Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

e American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

¢ Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) International
e Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education

e Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs

e Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism and Related Professions
¢ Council on Social Work Education

¢ Masters in Psychology and Counseling Accreditation Council

¢ National Association of School Psychologists

+ National Association of Schools of Art and Design

¢ National Association of Schools of Music

¢ National Association of Schools of Theatre

Western Illinois University is also approved by the Illinois Board of Higher Education
to participate in the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements
(NC-SARA). As such, the University’s distance learning program follows policies

and standards that are overseen by the National Council for State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements and administered by four regional higher education
compacts. For additional information, please visit http://nc-sara.org.

These external recognitions and peer-based accreditations showcase Western’s
high academic standards, quality instruction, proven opportunities for job and
graduate school placement, outstanding academic and residential facilities, exciting
extracurricular activities, and institutional commitments to sustainability and
affordability.

These recognitions also reinforce the unique mission and niche of Western Illinois
University in the state’s public higher education system. Keeping focused on our vision,
mission, and values is critical for continued student success and our progress, growth,
and contributions to the state and beyond.

Higher Values in Higher Education
Our Vision

Western Illinois University will be the leader in educational quality, opportunity, and
affordability among regional public universities.

WIU Undergraduate Catalog 2024-25 5
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Our Mission

Western Illinois University empowers students, faculty, and staff to lead dynamic
and diverse communities. We provide student-centered undergraduate and graduate
programs characterized by innovative teaching, research, and service, grounded

in interdisciplinary, regional and global perspectives. We engage our students in
educational opportunities guided by a professional and diverse faculty and staff in
collaboration with alumni and community partners.

Our Values

Academic Excellence: Central to our history is the commitment to teaching, to the
individual learner, and to active involvement in the teaching-learning process.
Western Illinois University’s highly qualified and diverse faculty promotes critical
thinking, engaged learning, research, and creativity in a challenging, supportive
learning community. We are committed to student success in an academic
environment that encourages lifelong development as learners, scholars, teachers, and
mentors.

Educational Opportunity: Western Illinois University values educational opportunity
and welcomes those who show promise and a willingness to work toward achieving
academic excellence. We are committed to providing accessible, high-quality
educational programs and financial support for our students.

Personal Growth: Western Illinois University values the development of the whole
person. We are committed to providing opportunities for personal growth in a
transformative educational environment that supports the development of wellness,
ethical decision making, and personal responsibility in the global community.

Social Responsibility: Western Illinois University is committed to civic and community
engagement, equity, social justice, and diversity and will maintain the highest
standards of integrity in our work with others. We create an environment that fosters
and promotes citizenship. We serve as a resource for and stimulus to educational,
cultural, environmental, community, and economic development in our region and well
beyond it for the public good.

University Profile

WIU is dedicated to providing an affordable, accessible education. Western'’s Tuition
Guarantee program ensures that students pay a fixed rate for tuition during their
years of continuous enrollment. We back this with multiple, stackable scholarship
opportunities, including the generous Western Commitment Scholarships.

The University offers 61 undergraduate degree programs (57 at the Macomb campus,
18 at the Quad Cities campus, and 19 online), 40 master’s/specialist degree programs,
and 2 doctoral programs. The curriculum includes the natural sciences, humanities,
social sciences, fine arts, business, education, and a number of pre-professional and
technical fields of study. Although most WIU students primarily come from Illinois,
more than 780 are from out of state, and approximately 918 (Fall 23 figure) are
international students. Between July 2022 and June 2023, 1,220 students completed
undergraduate degree requirements.

Campus: Fifty-nine buildings are situated on more than 1,000 acres in Macomb.

In addition, the University operates the Alice L. Kibbe Life Sciences Station on the
Mississippi River, the Frank ]. Horn Field Campus, and the University Farm, which
provide research, hands-on and recreational facilities for students, faculty, and staff, as
well as outreach opportunities for community residents. Western Illinois University—
Quad Cities Riverfront Campus, which is comprised of three state-of-the-art buildings
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along the Mississippi River in Moline, provides hands-on learning opportunities along
the river, at the Figge Museum, and more.

Costs: New students can attend Western Illinois University for approximately $30,200
in 2024-2025, including tuition, fees, room, meal plan, books, and personal expenses.
Financial assistance is provided for qualified students. More than 74% of Western’s
undergraduate students receive some type of financial assistance. In 2023-2024, more
than $96.4 million total in financial assistance was distributed. Of that total, over
$58.9 million was in the form of grants/scholarships which do not have to be repaid,
and more than $37.5 million was through loans and campus employment. The average
financial aid package for new students is $19,793.

Cultural Center: Students, faculty, and guest artists of the School of Music perform

over 180 exhilarating concerts and recitals every year. Annually, 12 major theatrical
and dance productions and studio shows are performed, along with outstanding
concerts, lectures, presentations, films, dance performances, and more. The School of
Communication and Media is at sports and breaking news events daily reporting on
radio, TV, and the web. The University Art Gallery exhibits work by the talented WIU
students and faculty, as well as nationally-recognized artists. The Bureau of Cultural
Affairs (BCA) brings comedy, music, and magic to campus. The Multicultural Center,
home of the Gwendolyn Brooks Cultural Center, Casa Latina Cultural Center, Women’s
Center, and LGBT*QA Resource Center, aims to advance the goals of educational, social,
and cultural awareness by providing resources to enhance the campus community’s
understanding and appreciation of all identities. The Multicultural Center promotes
intercultural learning, advocacy for historically marginalized students, and celebrates
diversity to foster a welcoming and culturally inclusive environment.

Libraries: University Libraries house extensive collections and provide regional
archives, research assistance, lectures and special events. The libraries offer online
database access to thousands of academic journals and publications, as well as Illinois
Legal Aid Online. The main library, the Leslie F. Malpass Library in Macomb, provides
an inviting environment for research and study. The Leslie F. Malpass Library Archives
and Special Collections houses a treasure trove of university, community, and regional
history. The Special Collections document the cultural, economic, and natural heritage
of west central Illinois. WIU Archives includes regional materials, such as county and
town histories, oral history tapes, diaries, letters, maps, photographs, and newspaper
clippings, along with a comprehensive digital image database, which can be found

at wiu.edu/libraries/archives. The Macomb campus also has two specialized branch
libraries for music and curriculum. The WIU—QC campus houses a branch library,
which provides access to the same materials as the Macomb libraries, as well as the Jeff
Leibovitz Holocaust Collection.

Residence Halls: Residence halls on the WIU-Macomb campus provide more than
3,000 students with living and dining services. Several residence halls offer learning
living communities, such as Honors, First Year Experience, major, and wellness. Grote
Hall, featuring a state-of-the-art suite-style environment, is the University’s newest
residence hall. Many off-campus housing possibilities, including fraternities and
sororities, are open to upper-division students.

Sports: The University’s athletics program, based on the Macomb campus, sponsors 17
NCAA Division I intercollegiate men’s and women’s varsity sports competing in the Ohio
Valley Conference.

Student Organizations: More than 200 student organizations on campus represent
awide range of interests. Opportunities for participatory student governance are
provided by the Student Government Association, Inter-Residence Hall Council,
Panhellenic Council, Student Tenant Union, Black Student Association, Latin American
Student Organization, International Friendship Club, and other organizations.

WIU Undergraduate Catalog 2024-25 7



Introduction

University Technology: WIU provides nearly 2,000 computers for use in classrooms,
computer labs, computer resource centers, recreational spaces, and conference rooms
throughout the Macomb and Quad Cities campuses. Detailed listings and a map of the
computing facilities can be found on the WIU website (wiu.edu/computerlabs/). The
University also provides access to numerous software packages, the Internet, email,
campus information systems, and other resources. Students have access to Mac and
Windows computers, scanners, and printers. Personal file storage is available via
Google Drive (drive.g.wiu.edu). The Digital Rec Center (wiu.edu/digitalrec/), open to
WIU students, houses WIU-Macomb’s eSports Team and provides competitive gaming
opportunities, console gaming, virtual reality stations, and more.

Western Illinois University—Quad Cities (WIU—QC): Western Illinois University

offers several academic programs at its Quad Cities campus in Moline, Illinois.
Undergraduate majors are offered in the following disciplines at WIU—QC:
Accountancy; Civil Engineering; Communication; Electrical Engineering; Elementary
Education; Engineering; Engineering Technology; English (Literature and Language
and Professional Writing options); General Studies; Human Resource Management;
Information Systems; Law Enforcement and Justice Administration; Liberal Arts and
Sciences; Mathematics (Actuarial Science, Data Science and Statistics, and Mathematics
options); Mechanical Engineering; Psychology; Public Health; and Supply Chain
Management. Several online undergraduate degree programs are available to Quad
Cities area students, along with 16 graduate degree programs and 6 post-baccalaureate
certificate programs offered at the WIU—Quad Cities campus.

Comments and Complaints

Participants in the Title IV Federal Financial Aid under the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended, are required to direct students to a state agency for assistance

with unresolved complaints. Related regulations require all Title IV participating
institutions, regardless of the origin of their state authorization to operate, to comply
with state agency complaint process and to communicate such information publicly.
Under Federal rule 34 CFR §600.9 and §668.43(b), Title IV eligible institutions must
make available to students or prospective students, upon request, a copy of the
documents describing the institution’s accreditation and state authorization. The
institution must provide its students or prospective students with contact information
for filing complaints with the University, its accreditor, and the state.

Student and graduate comments and complaints are addressed separately for
discrimination, ethics, police conduct, and/or all other institutional issues. University
policy, procedure, and contact information for each type of complaint are described
below.

All student complaints should first be addressed at the local level (the level at which
the complaint arises). If it cannot be resolved at the local level, the complainant should
express the complaint to the head of the academic department or administrative unit
after referring to the University Organizational Chart (wiu.edu/president/orgchart/)
or the University Directory (directory.wiu.edu/) to determine the appropriate contact.
If the complaint is not resolved at this level, the following individual(s) should be
contacted:
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Complaint

Type

Contact Information

Telephone

Fax

Email

Discrimination

Ms. Joani Wilson
Director, Equal
Opportunity and Access
Sherman Hall 312

(309) 298-1977

(309) 298-3455

eoa-office@wiu.edu

Ethics

Ms. Victoria Smith
Chief Ethics Officer
Office of the General
Counsel

Sherman Hall 208

(309) 298-3070

N/A

ethics@wiu.edu

Police Conduct

Mr. Derek J. Watts
Director, Office of Public
Safety

Mowbray Hall

(309) 298-1949

(309) 298-2884

DJ-Watts@wiu.edu

Student
Success—
Macomb

Mr. Justin L. Schuch
Interim Vice President,
Student Success
Sherman Hall 321

(309) 298-1814

(309) 298-2558

VPSS@wiu.edu

All Other—
Macomb

Dr. Mark A. Mossman
Interim Provost and
Academic Vice President
Sherman Hall 211

(309) 298-1066

(309) 298-2021

provost@wiu.edu

Quad Cities

Ms. Audrey Adamson
Executive Director,
Outreach and Quad
Cities Operations
3420 QC Complex C

(309) 762-9481

N/A

ANW-Adamson@wiu.
edu

State of Illinois: The Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) maintains the master
plan which guides development of the state’s system of public and private colleges and
universities, and it maintains an online complaint system for registering institutional
complaints at https://complaints.ibhe.org. This website includes step-by-step
instructions and key information regarding the complaint process.

State of lowa: Western Illinois University is certified by the State of lowa to provide
educational certificates and degree programs in Museum Studies and distance
education in lowa. In serving students from Iowa, the lowa College Student Aid
Commission maintains a system (information available at iowacollegeaid.gov/
StudentComplaintForm) to document concerns, questions, and complaints related to
post-secondary educational institutions.

Out-of-State Distance Learning Students: Students enrolled in distance learning
classes who live outside Illinois are protected by the State Authorization and
Reciprocity Act (SARA) consumer protection provisions. These provisions require the
investigation and resolution of allegations of dishonest or fraudulent activity, including
the provision of false or misleading information. The SARA Student Complaints process
and directions are available at nc-sara.org/student-complaints.

Professional Licensure/Certification Disclosure

Under Federal rule 34 CFR §668.43(a).(5).(v), institutions of higher education must
make institutional information regarding the academic programs of the institution
readily available to enrolled and prospective students. This information includes,
for an educational program which is designed to meet educational requirements
for a specific professional license or certification that is required for employment
in an occupation, or is advertised as meeting such requirements, information

WIU Undergraduate Catalog 2024-25 9
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regarding whether completion of that program would be sufficient to meet licensure
requirements in a State for that occupation, including:

o Alist of all States for which the institution has determined that its curriculum
meets the State educational requirements for licensure or certification;

o Alist of all States for which the institution has determined that its curriculum
does not meet the State educational requirements for licensure or certification;
and

o Alist of all States for which the institution has not made a determination that
its curriculum meets the State educational requirements for licensure or
certification.

In accordance with this requirement, Western Illinois University provides

its Professional Licensure Disclosure report at wiu.edu/provost/docs/
ProfessionalLicensureDisclosureReport.pdf. Further, according to Federal rule 34 CFR
§668.43(c), if the institution has made a determination that the program’s curriculum
does not meet the State educational requirements for licensure or certification

in the State in which a prospective student is located, or if the institution has not
made a determination regarding whether the program’s curriculum meets the State
educational requirements for licensure or certification, the institution must provide
notice to that effect to the student prior to the student’s enrollment in the program.
If the institution makes a determination that a program’s curriculum does not meet
the State educational requirements for licensure or certification in a State in which
a student who is currently enrolled in said program is located, the institution must
provide notice to that effect to the student within 14 calendar days of making such
determination.

Additionally, disclosures required above must be made directly to the student in
writing, which may include through email or other electronic communication. The
institution must make a determination regarding the State in which a student is
located in accordance with the institution’s policies or procedures, which must be
applied consistently to all students. The institution must make a determination
regarding the State in which a student is located at the time of the student’s initial
enrollment in an educational program and, if applicable, upon formal receipt of
information from the student, in accordance with the institution’s procedures, that the
student’s location has changed to another State.

Equal Opportunity and Access

Western Illinois University complies fully with all applicable federal and state
nondiscrimination laws, orders, and regulations. The University is committed to
providing equal opportunity and an educational and work environment for its
students, faculty, and staff that is free from discrimination based on sex, race, color,
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, religion, age, marital status,
national origin, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other classes
protected by state or federal law.

Further, the University is committed to a comprehensive Affirmative Action program
that ensures access and equity in educational programs, activities, and employment.

The Office of Equal Opportunity and Access is responsible for administering and
monitoring Western Illinois University’s Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
policies and procedures. Inquiries about or complaints alleging violation of the policies
should be directed to the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access, 312 Sherman Hall,
(309) 298-1977. The director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access also serves
as the administrator for Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and its
implementing regulations, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
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Religious Observance Policy

Consistent with Illinois Public Act 84-212, an act to prohibit public school districts and
institutions of higher education from discriminating against students for observing
religious holidays (effective August 26, 1985), Western Illinois University subscribes to
the following policy and procedures:

Western Illinois University supports the concept of “Reasonable Accommodation of
Religious Observances” in regard to admissions, class attendance, and the scheduling
of examinations and other academic work requirements.

1. A student who is unable because of the observance of a religious holiday to
attend classes on a particular day or days or at a particular time of day shall
be excused from taking any examination or any study or other academic work
assignments on such days or times.

2. Faculty and administrative personnel may require up to 5 calendar days
advance notice of absences to observe religious holidays.

3. Itis the responsibility of the faculty and administrative personnel to
make available to such students an equivalent opportunity to make up the
examinations, study, or other academic work requirements which they missed
due to such absences.

4. Itis the responsibility of all students who are also employees of the University
to make arrangements to fulfill their obligations to the University in advance of
their absence, and/or to utilize accrued leave (if applicable) during the absence.

5. No fees or penalties may be imposed against the students who exercise such
afforded opportunities. If a student believes she/he has been a victim of
discrimination on grounds of religious observances, she/he may seek redress
under the existing Discrimination Complaint Procedures.

A student who feels that he or she has been unreasonably denied an educational or
employment benefit due to religious beliefs or practices should contact the Office of
Equal Opportunity and Access.

Western Illinois University’s full Reasonable Accommodation of Students and
Employees Religious Observance Policy is available at wiu.edu/policies/religiousobserv.
php.

Student Right-to-Know

Information complying with the Federal Student Right-to-Know legislation, including
the Campus Safety and Security Act (Clery Law), is available in the Office of Public
Safety and University Communications, Marketing and Media Relations. The
information contains campus crime statistics and graduation rates at Western Illinois
University and is also available at wiu.edu/clery.
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Academic Programs

Undergraduate Programs

Western Illinois University’s undergraduate academic programs are offered through
five academic colleges, which house several academic departments and schools.
Information about the colleges is given in the Colleges section of this catalog (p. 77).
Most departments and schools offer one or more undergraduate programs of study
leading to the baccalaureate degree. Information about departments and degree
program requirements is given in the Academic Departments, Programs, and Courses
section (p. 99).

The chart below provides page references for information in this catalog about major
and minor programs of study available at the undergraduate level. The chart shows
whether a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Bachelor of Business (B.B.), Bachelor of Fine Arts
(B.F.A)), Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sciences (B.L.A.S.), Bachelor of Music (B.M.),
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.), Bachelor of
Science in Nursing (B.S.N.), or Bachelor of Social Work (B.S.W.) is offered. Fields

of study for which “Option” is indicated lead to degrees through the completion of
option requirements in a broader field of study. For example, students majoring in
Zoology earn a B.S. in Biology by completing the Zoology option requirements in the
Biology degree program. The chart also shows the fields of study that are available for
Teacher Education and as academic minors at the University. “GradTrac” is indicated
for the disciplines that are included in the GradTrac program. Information about
GradTrac is given in the GradTrac section (p. 75). “Integrated Degree” is indicated for
the disciplines for which an integrated baccalaureate and master’s degree program

is offered. For more information about integrated degree programs, please see the
Integrated Baccalaureate and Master’s Degree Programs section (p. 58), the respective
academic department, and the WIU Graduate Catalog.

Academic Program = o |3
*Program is available at WIU-Quad Cities. § § % § 5 § % §
**Final two years are completed at WIU-QC campus. > = S= = S S
“Program is available online. S} S = = S S
Accountancy** (102, 106) B.B.** oA . .
Actuarial Science* (286) o* .

Adapted Recreation and Inclusion (350) . . .
Advertising and Public Relations (156) [

African American Studies* (341, 342) o . .

Aging Studies (242) .

Agricultural Business (115) . . .
Agricultural Economics (116) [

Agricultural Science (115) . . .
Agricultural Technology Management (117) .

Agriculture (114, 116) B.S. . . . .
Agronomy (117) .

Algorithms and Data Management (167) .

American Government (322) . . .
American Sign Language (365) .

Animal Science (117) .

Anthropology” (357,358) B.AM o . .
App Development (167) [

Applied Mathematics (286) .

Applied Meteorology (180) . . .
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Academic Program s .|
*Prpgram is available at WIU-Quad Cities. § _E % g s § §3 §
"Brogram & avaiiable onte, L Qc campus g S|85| £ | §|E%
Applied Music (297) . .

Art (124,125) B.A,BFA. . . .
Art History (126) .

Art Studio (125, 126) . . . .
Biochemistry (146) . . .
Biology (132) B.S. . .

Botany (132, 136) . . .
Broadcast Production (154) . .
Broadcasting and Journalism (154, 156) B.A. . . .
Business* (88) o*

Business Analytics” (103, 106) B.B.A . . .
Cannabis and Culture” (242) ot

Cannabis Cultivation (117) .

Chemistry (145, 147) B.S. . . . .
Civil Engineering** (208) B.S.**

Clinical Laboratory Science (135) B.S. .
Coaching (252) .
Communication*” (155, 156) B.AX oA . .
Community Forestry (117) .

Community Organizations (350) . . [
Computer Science” (164, 167) B.S. oh . .
Computer Science Education* (167) o of

Conceptual Physics (317) [

Construction and Facilities Management (209) B.S. .
Construction and Facilities Technology (211) .

Corrections” (263) ot

Creative Writing (220) [ [ .
Criminalistics (263) .

Cybersecurity (165, 168) BS. . .

Dance (377) .

Data Science and Statistics* (285) o . [
Dietetics, Nutrition and (249) B.S. .

Digital Marketing (276) . . .
Early Childhood Education* (190) o o

Economics*” (104, 106) B.A.»;B.B.A o¥A . .
Educational Studies (189, 193) B.S.Ed. . .
Electrical Engineering** (207) B.S.**

Elementary Education* (189) B.S.Ed* o

Emergency Management” (262, 264) B.SA oh . .
Emergency Management—Operational” (264) ot

Emergency Management—Tactical” (264) ot

Engineering** (208) B.S.**
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Academic Programs

Academic Program

*Program is available at WIU-Quad Cities.

AProgram is available online.

**Final two years are completed at WIU-QC campus.

Option
Teacher
Education
Minor
GradTrac
Integrated
Degree

Engineering Physics (316)

Engineering Technology* (210)

English* (219, 221)

English as a Second Language Education* (190)

ok ok

Enterprise Marketing” (276)

Environmental Biology (134)

Environmental Studies (243)

Event Planning and Management (350)

Exercise Science (250)

B.S.

Film (221)

Finance** (105, 106)

B.B.A o¥A . .

Fire Administration” (263, 264)

Fire Medic (263)

Fire Protection Services” (263)

B.S.A . .

Fire Science” (263, 265)

Foreign Languages and Cultures (227)

B.A. .

Forensic Chemistry (147)

B.S. . .

Forensic Psychology* (335, 336)

Forensic Science (148)

French (227,228)

French Teacher Education (228)

General Studies*" (234)

B.A.*A .

Geoenvironment and Planning” (180)

Geographic Information Science” (179)

B.SA . .

Geographic Information Systems” (181)

Geography” (181)

Geology (181)

Geospatial Science” (179)

Global Politics (323)

Graphic Design (125, 126)

Health Communication* (156)

Health Services Management (251)

B.S. . 0

History** (237,238)

B.AM . o*h . .

Homeland Security” (265)

Horticulture (243)

Hospitality Management (351)

Human Resource Management** (275, 277)

B.B.** o¥A . .

Industrial Technology” (211)

Information Systems* (166, 168)

B.S* o .

Information Technology (168)

International Business* (278)

International Relations/Comparative Politics (322)

14
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Academic Programs

Academic Program

*Program is available at WIU-Quad Cities.
**Final two years are completed at WIU-QC campus.
~Program is available online.

Degree

Option
Teacher
Education
Minor
GradTrac
Integrated
Degree

International Studies (244)

Jazz Studies (302)

Journalism and Strategic Media (154)

Latinx Studies (229)

Law and Society (245)

Law Enforcement and Justice Administration*” (262, 265)

B‘S.*A

Legal Studies* (265)

Liberal Arts and Sciences* (341)

B.LASX

Literature and Language* (219)

ok .

Management** (275, 278)

B.B.A

Manufacturing Technology* (211)

Marketing*" (276, 278)

B.B.A

Mathematics* (284, 286)

B.S*

Mechanical Engineering** (206)

B‘S.**

Medical Sciences (134)

Mental Health* (336)

of

Meteorology (180)

B.S.

Meteorology, Applied (180)

Meteorology, Operational (180)

Microbiology (133, 136)

Middle Level Education (191)

B.S.Ed.

Middle Level Literacy Teaching (193)

Middle Level Mathematics Teaching (287)

Middle Level Science Teaching (136)

Middle Level Social Studies Teaching (238)

Military Science (293)

Multilingual Education* (190)

Music (297, 302)

B.M.

Music Business (299, 302)

Music Therapy (300)

Musical Theatre (376)

Natural Resources Conservation (117)

Network Technologies (168)

Neuroscience (336)

Nonprofit Administration (351)

Nursing (312)

Nutrition” (253)

Nutrition and Dietetics (249)

B.S.

Nutrition and Foodservice Management (250)

B.S.

Occupational Safety (253)

Omni-Channel Marketing (276)

Operational Meteorology (180)
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Academic Programs

Academic Program

*Program is available at WIU-Quad Cities.
**Final two years are completed at WIU-QC campus.
AProgram is available online.

Degree
Option
Teacher
Education
Minor
GradTrac
Integrated
Degree

Operations Management* (211)

-
%

Outdoor Leadership (351)

Outdoor Recreation (350)

Paired Minors* (341)

Performance—Theatre (376)

Pharmacy (146)

Philosophy” (287)

A

Physical Education (192)

B.S. .

Physics (316, 317)

B.S. . . . .

Plant Breeding (118)

Political Science” (322, 323)

B.AA oA . 0

Pre-Law Honors (97)

Pre-Law—History (237)

Pre-Law—Political Science (322)

Pre-MBA* (330)

Precision Agriculture (118)

Production/Design—Theatre (376)

Professional Writing*" (220, 221)

Psychology*” (335, 336)

B.S.* oA

Public Administration and Public Service (323)

Public Administration/Public Policy” (323)

Public Health* (252)

B.S* .

Public Relations (155)

B.A. .

Queer Studies (246)

Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration” (349, 351)

B.S. o 0 .

Religious Studies” (342)

Scuba Diving (253)

Security Administration** (265)

Sign Language, American (365)

Social Media** (156)

Social Work (175)

B.S.W. .

Sociology*” (358)

BAM o¥A . .

Spanish* (227,228)

Spanish Teacher Education (228)

Special Education (192)

B.S.Ed. .

Speech Pathology and Audiology (365)

B.S. .

Sports Broadcasting (154, 156)

Stage Combat (377)

Supply Chain Management** (277, 278)

B.B.** g 0 0

Sustainable Business* (278)

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages** (193)

Theatre (376, 377)

B.A. . .
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Academic Program < o | s
oS -

. . . m = SRS | 5o
*Program is available at WIU-Quad Cities. o S S S 5 IS :SP o
**Final two years are completed at WIU-QC campus. I = S = S >
~Program is available online. g 5 & E = S = 'g
Tourism, Hospitality and Event Management (350) . . .
Weather and Climate (181) .
Women’s Studies” (342) o
Youth Leadership (351) .
Zoology (133,137) . . .

Information about WIU’s Teacher Education requirements appears in the Teacher
Education section (p. 368). Information about interdisciplinary minors appears in the
Interdisciplinary Minors and Courses section (p. 242).

In addition to the programs of study listed on the chart, pre-professional programs are
offered at the University in the following fields:

Engineering Law
Forestry MBA
Health Veterinary Medicine

Dual programs are available in Clinical Laboratory Science, Engineering, and Law

in cooperation with approved schools of medical technology, University of Illinois at
Chicago Law School, and the University of Illinois. Students can complete requirements
for a bachelor’s degree in the College of Arts and Sciences while working toward a
professional degree or certificate. An additional dual program is available in Doctor of
Chiropractic with Palmer College of Chiropractic. Students can complete requirements
for a Bachelor of Arts in General Studies while working toward a professional degree or
certificate. For more information, please see the Pre-Professional and Dual Programs
section (p. 327).

Graduate Programs

The University confers 15 advanced degrees—Doctor of Education, Doctor of
Philosophy, Education Specialist, Specialist in School Psychology, Master of Fine Arts,
Master of Accountancy, Master of Arts, Master of Arts in Teaching, Master of Business
Administration, Master of Music, Master of Music Therapy, Master of Public Health,
Master of Science, and Master of Science in Education. Graduate programs are available
in the following degrees and fields of study:

Doctor of Education
Educational Leadership*

Doctor of Philosophy
Environmental Science: Large River Ecosystems**

Education Specialist
Educational Leadership*

Specialist in School Psychology
School Psychology

Master of Fine Arts
Theatre

WIU Undergraduate Catalog 2024-25 17



Academic Programs

Master of Accountancy
Accountancy”

Master of Arts
Communication*, Community and Economic Development**, English*, History, Museum
Studies**, Political Science, Public Safety Administration*”, Sociology

Master of Arts in Teaching
Alternative Teacher Licensure*

Master of Business Administration
Business Administration”

Master of Music
Music” (only Music Education emphasis available online)

Master of Music Therapy
Music Therapy

Master of Public Health
Public Health*

Master of Science

Applied Statistics and Decision Analytics”; Biology*; Chemistry; College

Student Personnel*; Computer Science; Engineering Technology; GIScience and
Geoenvironment; Instructional Design and Technology”; Kinesiology; Mathematics”;
Physics; Psychology; Quantitative Economics; Recreation, Park and Tourism
Administration; Speech Pathology; Sport Management*, Teaching Mathematics***

Master of Science in Education
Counseling**, Curriculum and Instruction***, Educational Leadership*, Educational
Studies*** Reading***, Special Education***

Post-Baccalaureate Certificates

Business Analytics”, Community Development and Planning, Community Engagement
and Public Safety Leadership”, Emergency Management”, Event Planning and
Management, GIS Analysis*, Health Services Administration***, Instructional

Design and Technology (Educational Technology Specialist***, Instructional Media
Development”, Online and Distance Learning Development”, Technology Integration
in Education***, Workplace Learning and Performance”), Museum Studies**, Police
Executive Administration*”, Supply Chain Management*#, Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages*”

* Program available at WIU—Quad Cities and Macomb
** Program available at WIU—Quad Cities only

*** Program available online only

A Program also available online

For more information, see the Western Illinois University Graduate Catalog.
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Special Study Opportunities

Centennial Honors College

The Centennial Honors College provides academically talented and motivated
undergraduate students an enriched academic curriculum and opportunities for
leadership, professional development, and service learning. The program includes

61 academic majors or areas of study from four colleges, as well as special pre-
professional honors options such as the Pre-Law Honors minor. Within General
Education, honors students are provided a curriculum of special General Honors
tutorials, colloquia, seminars, and independent research. Within departments,
students are offered in-course honors experiences, seminars, recitals, and internship
opportunities. For more information about the Centennial Honors College, please see
page 96.

Four-Year Guarantees

GradTrac: Freshman students in eligible majors who wish to ensure graduation within
four years may apply for GradTrac. A GradTrac Agreement assures students that they
will complete their requirements in four years if they comply with the provisions of
the GradTrac Agreement. GradTrac uses WIU’s automated degree audit system, which
allows students and their advisors to monitor progress in their degree plan. Students
who sign the GradTrac Agreement must meet with their advisors regularly, complete
required coursework as prescribed for their degree program, maintain a grade point
average designated by their program, and maintain continuous enrollment at the
University. If a student meets all the requirements of the GradTrac Agreement but

is unable to graduate due to the unavailability of a course, the University will waive

or substitute the course(s) needed to allow graduation in the prescribed number of
semesters. If a waiver or substitution is not possible, then the University will waive the
tuition for the course(s) still needed if taken at Western Illinois University. For more
information on GradTrac, please see page 75.

Tuition: Western Illinois University guarantees a four-year rate for tuition for new
undergraduate students entering the University. All new undergraduate students, full-
and part-time, are automatically included in the plan. The per-hour rate for tuition will
be fixed for a four-year period as long as the student maintains continuous enrollment
as an undergraduate. If a student’s major is recognized as requiring more than four
years to complete, the guaranteed rate will be extended to cover the expected time

for degree completion. Each year the University’s Board of Trustees sets new rates

for the entering class. If a fee is added and approved by the Board, such as funding a
new student service, the fee will apply to all students when implemented. For more
information on the Tuition Guarantee, please contact the Office of Admissions, located
in Sherman Hall 115, telephone (309) 298-3157.

Individualized Degree Program

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies Degree Program: The Bachelor of Arts in General
Studies degree program is a highly flexible approach to undergraduate education
without a traditional major. The program is designed for students who are place-
bound by work and/or family responsibilities. The fully online degree program
permits maximum transfer of credit, as well as credit earned for individually selected
courses, prior learning portfolios, military training, and proficiency examinations.
Those students unable to attend classes on the WIU campuses in Macomb or the Quad
Cities may enroll in online courses or coursework offered at extension sites. For more
information on the Bachelor of Arts in General Studies degree program, please see page
233 of this catalog or go to wiu.edu/bgs.
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Integrated Baccalaureate and Master’s Degree Programs

Western Illinois University offers the following integrated baccalaureate and master’s
degree programs:

Bachelor of Business in Accountancy / Master of Accountancy

Bachelor of Business in Accountancy / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology / Master of Arts in Museum Studies

Bachelor of Arts in Art / Master of Arts in Museum Studies

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art / Master of Arts in Museum Studies

Bachelor of Arts in Broadcasting and Journalism (Sports Broadcasting option) / Master
of Science in Sport Management

Bachelor of Business in Business Analytics / Master of Science in Applied Statistics and
Decision Analytics

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry / Master of Science in Chemistry

Bachelor of Arts in Communication / Master of Arts in Communication

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science / Master of Science in Computer Science

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Arts in Economics / Master of Science in Quantitative Economics

Bachelor of Business in Economics / Master of Science in Quantitative Economics

Bachelor of Business in Economics / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management / Master of Arts in Public Safety
Administration

Bachelor of Business in Finance / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Fire Protection Services / Master of Arts in Public Safety
Administration

Bachelor of Science in Forensic Chemistry / Master of Science in Chemistry

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies / Master of Science in Education in Educational
Studies (Language, Culture, and Education option)

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies / Master of Science in Instructional Design and
Technology

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies / Master of Arts in Public Safety Administration

Bachelor of Science in Geographic Information Science / Master of Science in GIScience
and Geoenvironment

Bachelor of Science in Health Services Management / Master of Business
Administration

Bachelor of Arts in History / Master of Arts in History

Bachelor of Business in Human Resource Management / Master of Business
Administration

Bachelor of Science in Law Enforcement and Justice Administration / Master of Arts in
Public Safety Administration

Bachelor of Science in Law Enforcement and Justice Administration / Master of
Business Administration

Bachelor of Business in Management / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Business in Marketing / Master of Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics (Mathematics and Data Science and Statistics
options) / Master of Science in Mathematics

Bachelor of Science in Meteorology / Master of Science in GIScience and
Geoenvironment

Bachelor of Science in Physics / Master of Science in Physics

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science / Master of Arts in Political Science

Bachelor of Science in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration / Master of Arts in
Museum Studies

Bachelor of Science in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration / Master of
Science in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration
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Bachelor of Science in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration / Master of
Science in Sport Management

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology / Master of Arts in Sociology

Bachelor of Business in Supply Chain Management / Master of Business Administration

These programs are administered by the respective academic departments. An
integrated baccalaureate and master’s degree program provides the opportunity

for outstanding undergraduates to earn both degrees in five years. Typically, a
baccalaureate degree requires four years to complete, and a master’s degree requires
an additional two years. However, the integrated degree programs are intended to be
accomplished over a period of five years. In addition to allowing students to earn both
degrees a year early, the integrated programs may include additional opportunities to
participate in a variety of experiential educational activities such as a master’s project
or thesis. For additional information about the integrated baccalaureate and master’s
degree programs, please refer to the Western Illinois University Graduate Catalog.

Office of Study Abroad and Outreach

Study Abroad allows students to complement and enhance their classroom instruction
by experiencing the culture and language of another country. Through WIU’s Office of
Study Abroad and Outreach, students can participate in a wide variety of educational
programs located in more than 60 countries worldwide. Time abroad ranges from

10 days during spring or winter break to a full academic year. Costs for many
programs are comparable to studying on WIU’s Illinois campuses, and financial aid
and scholarships are available to qualified students. Internships and service learning
programs are also available. Undergraduate students may participate in a Study
Abroad program if they are in good academic and student conduct standing, have a
cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher, and have completed 12 s.h. of undergraduate work at
WIU. Certain programs may have additional eligibility criteria. For more information
about Study Abroad at WIU, please contact the Office of Study Abroad and Outreach at
(309) 298-2504 or go to wiu.edu/studyabroad.

University Advising Program (for undeclared students)

Many students choose to explore several major options when entering college. Western
[llinois University designates these persons as University Advising students, who can
remain in this category until they have earned 45 credit hours. Students are required
to declare a major at this point. The University Advising program is housed in the First
Year Advising Center.

The University Advising Program enables students to examine major and career
options while concentrating on coursework necessary for the University General
Education Curriculum. The emphasis on General Education courses permits students
to make progress toward graduation while still undecided about a specific major.
Advisors help students evaluate interests, goals, values, and abilities, and apply this
self-knowledge to the exploration of various majors.

University Advising is a positive option for students who are uncertain about their
future plans and wish to explore academic and career possibilities during their first
semesters at the University.

Western’s English as a Second Language (WESL) Institute

Western’s English as a Second Language (WESL) Institute, accredited by the
Commission on English Language Program Accreditation, provides an intensive
program in academic English for international students who are preparing to enter
an American college or university, as well as for others needing ESL services. The
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WESL curriculum is designed and taught by professional faculty to prepare students
academically, socially, and culturally for success as University students. The English as
a Second Language Program is offered during the Spring, Summer, and Fall semesters.
It consists of three levels of instruction: Foundation, Intermediate, and University
Preparation. Upon arrival, international students take the WESL English Placement
Test and are thereby placed in the appropriate level of English study or directly into
the University. The WESL program consists of two 16-week semesters which follow the
WIU academic calendar. A ten-week Summer session can be available in certain years.
WESL is on pause indefinitely. For additional information on WESL, please go to
wiu.edu/globalstudies.
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Admission

Admission Procedures

Western Illinois University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action educational
institution and does not discriminate in any aspect of its educational programs or
activities on the basis of sex, race, color, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, religion, age, marital status, national origin, disability, or veteran status.

Students interested in attending Western Illinois University should apply at
wiu.edu/apply.

Supportive admission documents sent with admission forms are not returnable or
transferable. Our email address is admissions@wiu.edu, and our mailing address is:

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
Sherman Hall 115

1 University Circle

Western Illinois University
Macomb, IL 61455-1390

Applications processed through Undergraduate Admissions must include a non-
refundable application fee of $30.

Withholding information requested in the application or giving incorrect statements may
render a student ineligible for admission or may result in dismissal.

Freshmen
Admission Standards

Western Illinois University is committed to admitting students whose academic
records indicate a high potential for success. Students are generally considered for
freshmen admission if they are currently enrolled in high school or if they have never
attended a college or university since graduating from high school. Students must earn
a high school diploma.

1. Candidates with a minimum 2.75 cumulative high school grade point average or
higher (on a 4.00 scale) will be admitted.

2. Candidates with a 2.00-2.74 cumulative high school grade point average are eligible
for a holistic review of credentials to be considered for admission. WIU may request
other information, as needed.

3. GED, proficiency-based school applicants, and standards-based school applicants
without a test score will be considered for admission using a full holistic review of
all credentials.

4. Students in the top 10% of their high school class at an accredited Illinois public or
private high school will be automatically admitted to WIU.

Applicants whose high school GPA falls below regular admission criteria are
considered for admission through alternative evaluation. Students may be admitted
regularly or into the Reach Program (alternative admission program). To guarantee
full consideration for admission as an incoming freshman through this alternative
credential evaluation, applicants are encouraged to submit an application and
supporting materials by March 1. For more information about the Reach Program,
please visit wiu.edu/reach.

Note: WIU considers applications on a rolling admission basis. Students are
encouraged to submit all documentation prior to August 1 for the fall semester,
November 1 for the spring semester.

All new freshman applicants to Western Illinois University must submit an official
or unofficial current transcript listing courses taken and in progress. Unofficial
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transcripts will be considered for admission, but a final official transcript must be
submitted immediately upon completion of high school.

High School Course-Specific Requirements:

Freshmen entering WIU are to have completed the following high school coursework
before entering the University:

a. English: four years with an emphasis on written and oral communication and
literature.

b. Social Studies: three years with an emphasis in history and government.

c. Mathematics: three years of introductory through advanced algebra, geometry,
trigonometry, or fundamentals of computer programming.

d. Science: three years of laboratory sciences which include biology, chemistry, physics,
earth science, or other college preparatory sciences.

e. Other: two years to be selected from art, film, foreign language, music, speech,
theatre, journalism, religion, philosophy, and vocational education.

In the event that new students have deficiencies in course-specific requirements,
the University will consider alternative evidence or other academic activities in
determining the mastery of the knowledge and skills in the area(s) of the deficiency.

Linkages Program

The Linkages Program is a concurrent enrollment program whereby students enroll
at Western Illinois University (Macomb or Quad Cities campus) and a participating
community college. The goal is to help students reduce tuition costs and ensure

a seamless transition into a WIU major. The Linkages Program is designed for
college-ready students who will take one 100-level or 200-level course at Western
[llinois University and register for the remainder of their classes at the participating
community college. The Linkages Program is also a way for students to “lock in”
WIU’s 4-year Tuition Guarantee and become part of the WIU community. A current
list of participating community colleges is available from the WIU Undergraduate
Admissions website at wiu.edu/linkages. Students who are interested in the Linkages
Program must submit a complete application for admission to the University.

Other Special Admission Provisions
Applicants without a High School Diploma

Persons who do not have a high school diploma and are not currently attending
high school may apply for admission if they have passed the General Educational
Development (GED) test.

Non-Degree Status

Any student who has earned a high school diploma or its equivalent may attend
Western as a non-degree student without meeting the regular admission requirements
under the following provisions:

1. The student may enroll in no more than six semester hours per term, and may accrue
no more than 30 semester hours at WIU.

2. Students who have earned more than 30 semester hours of college credit at Western
[1linois University are not normally eligible for non-degree status. However, such
students may appeal to the Council on Admission, Graduation, and Academic
Standards (CAGAS) for non-degree status.
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3. Students currently on academic probation or suspension are ineligible for non-
degree status.

4. Non-degree students must apply to CAGAS if they wish to be considered for degree
candidacy.

5. Non-degree students are not eligible for financial aid or automatic scholarship
opportunities.

Dual Enrollment High School Students

High school students may be accepted for special admission to enroll in University
courses while concurrently enrolled in secondary school. The following provisions
apply:

1. The student must meet regular admission criteria.

2. The high school principal, counselor, or an appropriate designee must provide
written support for the admission application.

3. Students must agree to pursue academic advising through the First Year Advising
Center in Macomb or Quad Cities Student Services, as appropriate.

4. Students may enroll for a maximum of two courses per term without permission of
the Council on Admission, Graduation, and Academic Standards (CAGAS).

5. Only 100- or 200-level courses, in which the student meets WIU placement or
prerequisite requirements, may be taken without permission of the appropriate
department chairperson.

6. Exceptions to the above policy must be approved by CAGAS.

Visiting/Guest Students

Students who are degree candidates at other institutions may attend Western for one
term under the following provisions:

1. Students must submit an application to Undergraduate Admissions for one semester.

2. Students must submit an official transcript from their last school attended verifying
that they are in good status at that institution,
OR
Complete a personally signed WIU Visiting Student Form attesting good standing at
the last school attended.

Transfer Students
General Requirements

Applicants who have earned 24 or more semester hours (36 or more quarter hours) of
college work will be considered for admission on the basis of college performance only.
A combined 2.0 on a 4.0 scale for all hours attempted from all institutions attended and
good standing at the last college/university attended are required for admission.

Applicants who have earned fewer than 24 semester hours (36 or fewer quarter hours)
of college work must meet the freshman admission standards, have a combined C
average for all hours attempted from all institutions attended, and be in good standing
at the last college/university attended. In addition, transfer students with fewer than
24 semester hours (36 or fewer quarter hours) must meet the freshman admission
standards.

Students who have earned fewer than 24 semester hours (36 or fewer quarter hours)
of college work and who meet freshmen admission standards, but who are not in good
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standing at the last college/university attended, may be considered for admission by
the Council on Admission, Graduation, and Academic Standards (CAGAS).

Transcripts from each college and university attended must be sent directly from the
institution(s) attended to Undergraduate Admissions at Western Illinois University.
The recommended application deadline for students applying for Fall semester is
August 1, and January 1 for Spring semester. Failure to report any previous college work
may result in dismissal from the University. Transcripts received from other colleges
and universities are utilized for admission purposes only and are not returnable or
transferable.

Transfer credits may be accepted from another college or university of recognized
standing. If the applicant is not from a regionally accredited school, credits may be
accepted only after examination or by validation through satisfactory work at WIU.
WIU will not accept for transfer credit a course equivalent to ENG 180 or 280 in which
below C level work was recorded at a previous institution. This provision does not
apply to students entering under the Community College Compact Agreement or the
IAI General Education Core Curriculum.

To earn a baccalaureate degree, a transfer student must complete a minimum of 120
semester hours of credit, of which 60 semester hours must be completed at Western
[1linois University or another accredited four-year institution. Exceptions may be made
for courses that are required for a student’s major, and when the course is not offered at
the WIU campus for which the student is enrolled, nor is there distance education access
through WIU. A minimum of 42 semester hours credit must be earned in upper-division
courses (courses numbered 300 or above) from Western Illinois University or another
accredited four-year institution. The student must also fulfill the University’s General
Education requirements (please see University General Education Curriculum, p. 71)
and meet graduation requirements for a degree from WIU (please see Graduation
Requirements, p. 46).

New transfer students who appeal and are accepted on probation are required to
earn a minimum 2.00 cumulative grade point average by the end of their first term of
enrollment.

Partner Schools (2+2 Degree Plans)

Western Illinois University is committed to facilitating the best transfer experience
possible. 2+2 Degree Plans are designed to facilitate conversations between students
and their academic advisor at the community college. For more information, please
contact Undergraduate Admissions at (309) 298-3157 or by email at transfer@wiu.
edu. For the most up-to-date list of WIU’s partner schools, please see wiu.edu/2plus2.

Illinois Statewide Articulated Baccalaureate-Oriented Associate Degrees

Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, and Associate of Art and Science Degree
Graduates—Compact Agreement

Completion of an associate’s degree in a baccalaureate-oriented program (A.A.,

A.S., or A.A.S) atan accredited institution (and selected other colleges) provides

that the student will: (a) be accepted with junior standing, and (b) be considered to
have completed the General Education requirements (University General Education
Curriculum) at Western Illinois University. The associate’s degree must include the
equivalent of 60 semester hours with at least a C average. Western Illinois University
will also honor the community college commitment if Western Illinois University credit
is used to complete the associate’s degree.

Exceptions: An A.A. or A.S. degree graduate from an accredited Illinois two-year
college (and other selected colleges) who is a candidate for a degree in the College
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of Arts and Sciences may be required to complete additional semester hours of
coursework at WIU to satisfy college curriculum requirements.

Associate of Arts in Teaching (Early Childhood Education, Mathematics Education, Science
Education, or Special Education) Degree Graduates

Western Illinois University is a participant in four statewide articulated Associate of
Arts in Teaching (A.A.T.) degree programs—Early Childhood Education, Mathematics
Education, Science Education, and Special Education. Completion of an A.A.T. degree
must be in one of four fields (Early Childhood Education, Mathematics Education,
Science Education, or Special Education) and will only be accepted for transfer

into a Teacher Education program in that same field. Students transferring into
Western Illinois University with an A.A.T. must meet cumulative GPA requirements
for being accepted into WIU’s Teacher Education Program. Those completing the
A.A.T.in Mathematics Education, Science Education, or Special Education must have
a cumulative GPA of 2.5 from the community college at which they completed their
program; and those completing the A.A.T. in Early Childhood Education must have a
cumulative GPA of 2.0.

Early Childhood/Mathematics/Special Education: Completion of an approved
statewide articulated A.A.T. degree in Early Childhood Education, Mathematics
Education, and Special Education at an accredited Illinois two-year institution
provides that the student will: (a) be accepted with junior standing, and (b) be
considered to have completed the General Education (University General Education
Curriculum) requirements at Western Illinois University.

Science Education: Completion of an approved statewide articulated A.A.T. degree

in Science Education at an accredited Illinois two-year institution provides that the
student will be accepted with junior standing. Students must fulfill the University’s
lower-division General Education requirements by completing: (1) the 37 s.h. Illinois
Transferable General Education Core Curriculum, or (2) the 37 s.h. WIU General
Education Curriculum.

Associate of Applied Science Degree Graduates

Early Childhood AAS: Completion of an Associate of Applied Science degree in Early
Childhood Education from any Illinois community college provides that the student

will: (a) be accepted with junior standing, and (b) be considered to have completed
the General Education (University General Education Curriculum) requirements at
Western Illinois University.

Associate of Engineering Science or Associate of Fine Arts (Art, Art Education, Music, or
Music Education) Degree Graduates

Completion of an approved statewide articulated Associate of Engineering Science
(A.E.S.) or an Associate of Fine Arts (A.F.A.) in Art or Music degree at an accredited
[llinois two-year institution provides that the student will be accepted with junior
standing. Students must fulfill the University’s lower-division General Education
requirements by completing: (1) the 37 s.h. Illinois Transferable General Education
Core Curriculum, or (2) the 37 s.h. WIU General Education Curriculum.

Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI)

Western Illinois University is a participant in the Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI), a
statewide agreement that allows transfer of the completed Illinois General Education
Core Curriculum between participating institutions. Completion of the transferable
General Education Core Curriculum at any participating college or university in Illinois
assures transferring students that lower-division General Education requirements

for a bachelor’s degree have been satisfied. WIU will award transfer credit for Illinois
General Education Core Curriculum courses taken at other institutions of higher
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education in accordance with the evaluation of transfer credit policy provided

below. The following codes identify qualifying General Education courses: IAI C
(Communication), IAI F (Fine Arts), IAI H (Humanities), IAI L (Life Sciences), IAl M
(Mathematics), IAI P (Physical Sciences), and IAI S (Social/Behavioral Sciences). The
appropriate [AI code follows the course descriptions of matching WIU courses in

the Academic Departments, Programs, and Courses section of the catalog (p. 99). A
complete listing of the WIU courses that match [AI General Education Core Curriculum
course descriptions as of July 1, 2024, is provided on page 421.

Evaluation of Transferable General Education Credit

The following guidelines will govern the evaluation of transfer credit for the University
General Education Curriculum.*

e Courses taken at other accredited Illinois institutions. Western Illinois University will
accept for credit toward completion of the University General Education Curriculum
courses taken at other accredited Illinois institutions of higher education. Students
who have completed courses equivalent to those in the Illinois Transferable General
Education Core Curriculum or WIU General Education Curriculum will be granted
credit toward fulfilling WIU’s General Education Curriculum requirement. Students
may also be eligible to receive credit toward WIU’s General Education requirement
for completion of transfer coursework viewable at transferology.com.

e Students who have completed an associate’s degree. Transfer students who complete
an associate’s degree in a baccalaureate-oriented program (that meets general
education requirements) at an accredited two-year institution (and selected other
colleges) will: (a) be accepted with junior standing at Western Illinois University, and
(b) be considered to have completed the University General Education Curriculum.
The associate’s degree must include the equivalent of at least 60 s.h. with at least
a Caverage. Students who have completed the Associate of Arts in Teaching in
Science Education, the Associate in Engineering Science, or the Associate in Fine
Arts in Art or Music must fulfill the University’s lower-division General Education
requirements by completing: (1) the 37 s.h. Illinois Transferable General Education
Core Curriculum, or (2) the 37 s.h. WIU General Education Curriculum.

e Students who have completed the Illinois Transferable General Education Core
Curriculum but have not earned an associate’s degree. Transfer students from
accredited Illinois institutions of higher education who have not earned an
associate’s degree in a baccalaureate-oriented program but have completed the
[llinois Transferable General Education Core Curriculum will be considered to have
completed the University General Education Curriculum. Western Illinois University
will honor the Illinois Transferable General Education Core Curriculum if Western
[llinois University credit is used to complete the Illinois Transferable General
Education Core Curriculum.

e Students who have not completed the lllinois Transferable General Education Core
Curriculum or an associate’s degree. Transfer students from accredited Illinois
institutions of higher education who have not earned an associate’s degree or
completed the Illinois Transferable General Education Core Curriculum, but have
been granted at least 30 semester hours of transfer credit by Western Illinois
University, must complete one of the following: (1) the 37 s.h. Illinois Transferable
General Education Core Curriculum, or (2) the 37 s.h. WIU General Education
Curriculum. If fewer than 30 semester hours of transfer credit are granted, the
student must complete one of the following: (1) the 37 s.h. Illinois Transferable
General Education Core Curriculum plus an additional 6 s.h. from any approved
[AI or WIU General Education course, or (2) the 37 s.h. WIU General Education
Curriculum. Students who have satisfactorily completed courses within the Illinois
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*1.

*2.

*3.

Transferable General Education Core Curriculum will be granted credit towards
fulfilling comparable lower-division General Education requirements at WIU.

Non-accredited institutions. Individuals who have earned credits at non-accredited
institutions will be evaluated on a course-by-course basis.

Students with quarter-system credits. The University will waive a fraction of a
semester hour of the minimum hours required from a specific area of the University
General Education Curriculum for students with quarter-system credits.

Students who utilized grade replacement options. For courses that have been
repeated, WIU follows the rule of the credit-granting school for that credit. If the
school grants credit for the course both times the course is taken, WIU will take the
first grade if it was a passing grade.

In addition to the General Education Curriculum, students must complete major, minor,
college-specific, and other requirements to earn the baccalaureate degree.

Coursework completed at community colleges and lower-division coursework completed at
four-year institutions will transfer to WIU as lower-division credit, even if the equivalent WIU
course is offered as an upper-division course. Lower-division transfer coursework will satisfy
General Education requirements even though the equivalent WIU course is upper-division.

To satisfy the Communication Skills writing requirement, transfer students must have earned
a grade of C or better in each of the courses noted as equivalent to ENG 180 and ENG 280
unless waived by the Community College Compact Agreement or the IAI Transferable General
Education Core Curriculum.

Evaluation of Baccalaureate Major Transfer Credit

The following guidelines will govern the evaluation of transfer credit for the

ba

*ok

ccalaureate major.**

Western Illinois University may accept for credit toward completion of a
baccalaureate major courses taken at other accredited institutions of higher
education. Transfer students who have completed courses in a transferable [AI
baccalaureate major program that are equivalent to courses required for the
appropriate WIU major will be granted direct equivalent credit toward completion
of the WIU major. Students may also be eligible to receive credit toward major
requirements for the completion of transfer coursework included at itransfer.org.

Suggested coursework in a transferable 1Al baccalaureate major that is determined
not to have a WIU equivalent will be accepted as a Department Elective. Electives
may apply towards completing the minimum 120 s.h. requirement for the
baccalaureate degree. The major department will determine if such courses may
apply toward completing specific requirements for the major.

Individuals who have earned credits at non-accredited or foreign institutions will be
evaluated on a course-by-course basis.

Students who utilized grade replacement options. For courses that have been
repeated, WIU follows the rule of the credit-granting school for that credit. If the
school grants credit for the course both times the course is taken, WIU will take the
first grade if it was a passing grade.

Coursework completed at community colleges and lower-division coursework completed at
four-year institutions will transfer to WIU as lower-division credit, even if the equivalent WIU
course is offered as an upper-division course.

Reverse Transfer Credit
Pursuant to the Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act [110 ILCS 150], Reverse

Tr

ansfer is a program designed for students who transferred from an Illinois public
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community college to WIU, but without earning their associate’s degree prior to
transfer. Transfer students with at least 15 transferrable credit hours from a public
community college in Illinois are eligible for reverse transfer consideration upon
achieving junior standing (60 hours earned). Through reverse transfer, eligible
students may transfer WIU courses back to the community college in order to
determine if an associate’s degree may be awarded, while pursuing their baccalaureate
degree. To opt-in to the Reverse Transfer program, visit wiu.edu/registrar/revtransfer.

php.

Veterans

Veterans returning from at least one year of active military service who have received
an honorable discharge will be admitted to Western Illinois University without
regard to previous academic performance provided that WIU is the first school that
the veteran attends after leaving the service. Applicants in this category are required
to have graduated from a recognized high school or to have earned a High School
Equivalency Certificate. Applicants must submit the same academic documents
required of those not in this admission category. In addition, veterans must submit a
copy of form DD-214. Documents can be mailed or emailed.

These provisions also apply to individuals who have served for at least a year in VISTA,
the Peace Corps, or similar programs.

International Students

International students who are interested in applying as new freshmen or transfer
students should refer to wiu.edu/grad/international for full details on the admission
requirements, admission process, English language proficiency requirements, tuition
costs, and available scholarships. The international application can also be found at
wiu.edu/grad/apply.

Inquiries from international applicants may be emailed to International-Inquiries@wiu.
edu.

United States citizens living abroad and undocumented persons domiciled in the
United States who fall under House Bill 60 (students who have been in high school
for three years in the State of [llinois) are not considered international applicants for
purposes of this requirement and should contact Undergraduate Admissions.

Bachelor of Arts in General Studies Degree

The Bachelor of Arts in General Studies degree program provides remote students an
opportunity to earn a regionally accredited bachelor’s degree that can be completed
fully online, and requires no on-campus attendance. The General Studies program
allows for maximum transferability of courses and is designed to meet the student’s
individual needs. A major is not designated for this highly individualized and flexible
degree program, but students may earn academic minors. Please see page 233 of this
catalog or wiu.edu/bgs for additional information on the Bachelor of Arts in General
Studies degree program.

Administrative Admission

If a prospective student does not meet admission requirements or has been denied
admission, any member of the University staff, faculty, administration, or Board of
Trustees may recommend the student for admission consideration when there are
mitigating circumstances.
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Credit by External Examination

Western Illinois University grants college-level credit to students successfully
completing any of the programs listed below prior to enrollment at Western. Students
can receive up to 30 semester hours of credit for graduation from military, external
testing, or a combination of both.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

Defense Activity for Nontraditional Education Support (DANTES)
International Baccalaureate (IB)

Proficiency Examination Program (PEP)

Seal of Biliteracy (HB 4330)

Advanced Placement (AP) — note this is not included in the 30 s.h. limit

For specific information related to score requirements and academic areas covered
by these programs, please contact Undergraduate Admissions, Sherman Hall 115,
telephone (309) 298-3157, admissions@wiu.edu, or wiu.edu/admissions.

Concurrent Admissions Program (ConAP)

ConAP is a program for students who are planning to enlist directly into military
service after high school or community college. Sponsored by the U.S. Army Recruiting
Command and the Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges, the program allows
individuals to seek admission to a college or university at the same time they enlist in
the Army or Army Reserve. Enrollment is deferred until completion of active military
service. The student must meet admission and degree requirements of the catalog in
effect at the time of enrollment in classes at WIU. In addition, veterans must submit

a copy of form DD-214. Enrollment of a ConAP student who has attempted college
coursework elsewhere is subject to academic performance standards stated in the
catalog. A ConAP student receiving less than an honorable discharge must meet regular
freshman and/or transfer admission requirements. For additional information, please
contact Undergraduate Admissions, Sherman Hall 115, telephone (309) 298-3157.

Reentry

Any former undergraduate who has not attended Western Illinois University for one or
more Spring or Fall terms must submit an undergraduate reentry form to the Office of
the Registrar, Sherman Hall 110. An electronic reentry form may be accessed online at
wiu.edu/registrar. If students have taken any college-level coursew