Political Science 122Y                                                               Dr. Keith Boeckelman

American Government                                                             426 Morgan Hall

Fall 2022                                                                                   298-1055
MWF – 1:00-1:50 PM                                                              KA-Boeckelman@wiu.edu

                                                                                                  Office Hours:                                             
                                                                                                   MWF 2-3:30
                                                                                                   And by appointment
                                                    COURSE OVERVIEW
This is an introductory course in American government and politics.  As the semester progresses, we will examine the Constitutional basis of the American political system, the means of linking citizens and government, major political institutions, and concrete public policies.
Required Readings: The following book is required:

     Saiz/DeMaio, This Land is Your Land (Version 2.0 – earlier versions are also OK).  This is primarily an electronic textbook, but there should be some hard copies available from the WIU bookstore, if you prefer that.  To access the book, go to https://students.flatworldknowledge.com/course/2600002.
    Selected news articles and supplemental readings assigned through Westernonline.   

    To access this, go to www.wiu.edu, and select Westernonline from the “myWIU” 

    drop down menu at the top of the page.   To login use your ECOM user  

    name and password. Select Political Science 122.  
Exams: There will be four exams, covering the lectures, class discussions, and reading assignments, including current events articles.  Format of the exams will be discussed in class.  Each exam will include an essay section.  In addition, a non-graded assessment exam will be given on Monday, August 29.
Out of Class Paper: Each student will do an out-of-class paper.  Details will be discussed in class.
In class written assignments:  Periodically we will have individual or group exercises that student will do in class, based on out-of-class reading assignments.  Details will be discussed in class, and dates will be announced in advance.  You may drop your lowest score for these assignments.
Other assignments: A few times during class, we will conduct in-class simulations or other exercises.  Specific dates/activities will be announced in advance, and may require minimum outside preparation.
Attendance: Periodically I will ask students to write a short commentary on something covered in class or an issue in the news.  For each time a student misses, beyond one absence, one point is deducted from the attendance grade.
Class Participation: Although I do not include it directly in your grade, I will give students who participate the benefit of the doubt in borderline cases.  I would also like to encourage widespread participation, however, and hope that one or a few students do not dominate class discussions.
                                           GENERAL COURSE POLICIES
Make-up Exams: No student will be permitted to take a make-up exam without a written excuse.  Exams in other classes do not constitute legitimate grounds for taking a make-up exam.  No student will be allowed to take more than one make-up exam.  Please do not plan any family vacations or other trips for finals week.
Late Papers:  All late papers will be penalized one point per day regardless of excuse.

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be treated as such. Make sure you do your own work.  If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. 

Final Course Grades: All course grades are final and will not be changed except in cases of calculation error.  There will be no individual extra credit assignments.

Class Decorum: I expect students to adopt at least minimal standards of courtesy/civility in class.  This means coming on time, remaining for the entire class period, staying awake, keeping all cell phones put away, pretending like you are paying attention, and treating other students respectfully.  Failure to observe these minimum standards is cause for reducing your final course grade.

Grading: Course activities are weighted as follows:

     1st exam……………………………………………………….55 points

     2nd exam………………………………………………………55 points

     3rd exam……………………………………………………….55 points

     Final exam…………………………………………………….55 points

     Out-of-Class Paper……..………….……………………….…45 points

     In-Class Written Assignments……………………....………....20 points

     Other Assignments………………..…………………………....5 points

     Attendance…………………………………………………….  8 points
     Assessment Exam……………………………………………..  2 points

     Total…………………………………..……………………… 300 points

Final course grades will be based on the following scale:

276-300 = A                        217-233 = C

270-276 = A-                       210-216 = C-

264-269 = B+                      204-209 = D+

247-263 = B                        187-203 = D

240-246 = B-                       180-186 = D-   

234-239 = C+                      0-179 = F
                                         COURSE OUTLINE
Part 1  -- Introduction, Constitution, Civil Liberties, Supreme Court (Approximately August 22  – September 21).

     Readings – This Land, Chs. 1,2,4,14
                        “In Nearly All Other Countries, This is Not Normal”*
Part 2 – Public Opinion, Participation and Elections, Parties, Media (Approximately September 23 – October 17).

     Readings – This Land, Chs. 6, 7 (focus on pp. 165-182), 8 (skip pp. 207-9), 10
                        “The Doom Spiral of Pernicious Polarization” (excerpts) *
Part 3 – Interest Groups, Congress, President, Bureaucracy (Approximately October 19 – November 11)

     Readings – This Land, Chs. 9, 11, 12, 13
                       “Pay Congress More”* 
Part 4 – Civil Rights and Public Policy (Approximately November 14 – December 9)

     Readings – This Land, Chs. 5, 15 (pp. 401-414 only), 16, 3
                        “A Cheap, Race Neutral Way to Close the Racial Wealth Gap”*
                        “The Dark Century”*
*Articles are available on Western Online under “Supplemental Readings” section.
Note: We will have an exam after each part of the course.  Exam dates will be announced at least one week in advance.  
                                                     ADA STATEMENT

Students with disabilities: In accordance with University values and disability law, students with disabilities may request academic accommodations where there are aspects of a course that result in barriers to inclusion or accurate assessment of achievement.  To file an official request for disability-related accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center at 309-298-2512, disability.wiu.edu or in 143 Memorial Hall.  Please notify the instructor as soon as possible to insure that this course is accessible to you in a timely manner. 
                        SEX DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED STATEMENT 

University values, Title IX, and other federal and state laws prohibit sex discrimination, including sexual assault/misconduct, dating/domestic violence, and stalking.  If you or some you know, has been the victim of any of these offenses, we encourage you to report this to the Title IX Coordinator at 309-298-1977 or anonymously online at http://www.wiu.edu/equal-opportunity_and_and_access/request_form/index.php.  If you disclose an incident to a faculty member, the faculty member must notify the Title IX Coordinator.  The complete Title IX policy is available at http://www.wiu.edu/vpas/policies/titleIX.php.
Web address for student rights and responsibilities:

http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.php
Web address for academic integrity policy:

http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php
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Out of Class Paper 
Your assignment is to compare and evaluate how various media outlets cover major national political and governmental events.

For at least three days during a one week period, examine two of the following media each day.  (You should choose from two separate categories).
1. A major big city or national newspaper.  Examples of acceptable newspapers include the New York Times, Washington Post, Washington Times, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Wall Street Journal, USA Today, Christian Science Monitor, etc.  You should avoid small town papers, such as the McDonough County Voice.  You may also use the on-line versions of national newspapers. 

2. A national network (not local) news program (usually on at 5:30 PM).

3. A “specialized” news program, such as “Nightline” (ABC), Tucker Carlson (Fox News Channel), “The Situation Room” (CNN), Daily Show (Comedy Central), Rachel Maddow Show (MSNBC).

4. A radio show dealing with current affairs (e.g., Hugh Hewitt or a variety of programs on National Public Radio).

5. A politics/current events web site or social media outlet.  You may also use political blogs/podcasts/social media as part of this but if you do, you should look at multiple postings/presentations.  Most major news outlets have associated blogs, and there are also a number of independent outlets (e.g. www.politico.com).  If you have any doubts about what is appropriate on this score, let me know.
     You should write a paper that…

· Describes what you saw/read/heard in the two media outlets.  What political and governmental stories were covered and how were they covered?  You should explain and support your descriptions using examples.

· Compares and contrasts the styles and approaches of the two media outlets.  What similarities and differences did you see in what stories were covered and how they were covered?  Did content and/or style differ?  Again, you should support your points using examples.

· Evaluates the effectiveness of the various media.  Did each of the media you discuss do a good job or poor job of covering major news stories?  Which was most and least effective?  Why?  Did you see evidence of bias in the media?  Explain and support with examples.

I will grade your paper based primarily on your ability to make a convincing argument based on evidence.  Make sure you include the names and dates of the media outlets you use in your paper.  It is also important that your paper is well-organized, with an introduction and conclusion, and avoids grammar and spelling mistakes.  Papers are due by November 16, and should be about 7 pages long (typed, double-spaced).

