Physics 490 Seminar Requirements
(Spring 2025)
1. Seminar Delivery
1) Each student is required to give two seminars. The first seminar is for practice in class. The second seminar is open to the whole department. Both presentations will be evaluated.
2) Each seminar is suggested to be 30-50 min in time, with an additional 10 min for questions.
3) You should start to choose the topics of your seminar at the very beginning of the semester, and discuss with the instructor about your presentations as soon as possible. While it is ok to use the same title for both of your seminars, it is also encouraged that you make two different talks so that you have more opportunity to learn.
4) All seminars are scheduled on 4:00-5:50 pm, Wednesday. The department requires an “at-least-7-day” notice for making a seminar announcement. To meet this requirement, the title and abstract of each talk, including the first talk and the final one, are due to the instructor two weeks before the scheduled presentation date.
5) All slides of the seminar should be thoroughly previewed and revised by the instructor together with you in the week before you make the presentation.

2. Seminar evaluation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students are required to evaluate the oral presentations delivered by other students. This is treated as a homework assignment. A written evaluation is due by the next meeting time. The evaluation should refer to what you have learned in class about the techniques in giving seminars. The evaluation paper should be at least 200 words, and Word-processed.
In your evaluation please pay particular attention to the following points:
1) Did the speaker properly estimate the level of the audience?
2) Have you learned something that the speaker expected you to learn from his talk?
3) Did the speaker efficiently manage the time assigned to his talk?
4) Do the style and format (texts, fonts, colors, backgrounds) of the slides help to understand them easily?
5) Did the speaker effectively use figures, tables, movies or other media?
6) Did the speaker actively interact with the audience in his talk?
7) Did the speaker behave professionally in answering the questions raised by the audience?
You may email your evaluation paper to the instructor. Please do not include your name in your evaluation paper.
