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Agriculture

Database Search Guide


Developing a Search Strategy
To search for information in an index or database, use words that describe the topic of interest. To identify these words write a brief sentence or question describing the topic. Then identify key words or concepts in the sentence or question. Use these terms to search for information in the database. 
Example:

What is the impact of global warming on agriculture?

Are there rules about growing genetically modified crops?

Identifying Key Terms
What is the impact of global warming on agriculture? - The key terms in this question are global warming and agriculture. Another term that can be used to find information on global warming is climate change.
Are there rules about growing genetically modified crops? - The key terms in this question are rules and genetically modified crops. Other terms for the word rules are laws or regulations. There are also other ways to search for the terms genetically modified crops (see below).
Constructing a Search
To construct a search, key terms should be combined with operators that indicate how the terms should be searched by the computer. In most indexes, the most frequently used operators are AND, OR & NOT.

OR – is used to search for information about resources that contain any of the terms of interest. These terms usually have similar meanings.
Examples:

global warming or climate change

rules or laws or regulations
AND – is used to search for information about records for resources that must contain the terms being searched. AND will narrow a search.
Examples:

global warming or climate change and agriculture
rules or laws or regulations and genetically modified crops
Parentheses - Search terms that are similar can be nested with parentheses. When terms are nested [for example global warming & climate change] they will be searched before other terms in the search.

Examples:

(global warming or climate change) and agriculture
(rules or laws or regulations) and genetically modified crops
N [<near>; same] – a proximity operator. It is used to find words that are near each other, usually in the title, abstract or subject descriptors. Can be used to replace AND to narrow the search results.

Examples:

(global warming or climate change) n10 agriculture

(rules or laws or regulations) n10 genetically modified crops
NOT – is used to eliminate terms from a search. 

Examples:

((global warming or climate change) and agriculture) not Europe

((rules or laws or regulations) and genetically modified crops) not rice
Truncation – different forms of a word can be searched by using a truncation symbol. The most commonly used truncation symbol is the asterisk (*). 

Examples:

(global warming or climate change) and agricultur*
(rules or laws or regulations) and genetic* modif* crop*

Agricultur* may find the words agriculture, agricultural or agriculturally

Genetic* may find the words genetic or genetically
Modif* may find the words modify, modified or modification.

When the term agricultur* is searched, it will find words like agriculture and agricultural. Searching the word genetic* will find the words genetic and genetically.

Wildcards – Used to replace one or more letters within a word or a space in a word phrase. Especially useful in databases with articles from British journals. Wildcards vary by database.

Examples:

?estrus finds estrus or oestrus

an?emia finds anemia or anaemia

ground?water finds groundwater or ground-water or ground water
	Database
	Operators
	Truncation
	Wildcards
	Proximity

	Agricola & Catalog of Government Publications
	AND, OR, NOT
	+ for plurals

* for other word forms
	# - 1 character

? – 0 to 9 characters
	n + any number

	Biological and Agricultural Index
	AND, OR, NOT
	*
	?
	<near>

	Biological Abstracts
	AND, OR, NOT
	*
	* - 0 to any characters

? – 1 character

$ - 0 or 1 character
	Same

	Academic Search Premier
	AND, OR, NOT
	*
	? – 1 character (can be repeated)
	n + any number

	LexisNexis Academic & Congressional
	AND, OR, NOT, AND NOT
	!
	* - 1 character (can be repeated)
	w + any number


A summary of truncation symbols and operators for many indexes available in the Western Illinois University Libraries is available at: http://www.wiu.edu/users/wat100/trunc/truncation.pdf
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When a full record is displayed in some WIU indexes, the button will be seen. By clicking on this button, it is possible to link to the full text of the article, if it is available through the WIU Libraries. If the full text is not found, search the title in WestCat to see if it is available in print. If the item is not available in the Libraries, it can be requested through Interlibrary Loan. 
