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Searching GeoRef

GeoRef is an index to:

ω >2.8 million earth science 

publications (articles, government 

publications and books).

ω All earth science topics 

(environmental & engineering 

geology, geomorphology, physical 

geography, hydrology, economic 

geology, geophysics, petrology, 

paleontology, marine geology & 

oceanography, and mineralogy).

ω Geology of North America (1600s 

ïPresent) and the World (1933 ï

Present).
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To connect to GeoRef, go to the 

Libraries Home Page, click on 

Select a Database on the left 

side of the page, and then go to 

the letter G in the database 

listing. Click on the word GeoRef.

See the next three pages for an example. . .
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Click Here
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Searching GeoRef

To search an index like GeoRef, 

subject words need to be 

combined with Boolean 

operators, words like AND, OR 

and NOT, that tell computer how 

to search the subject terms of 

interest. The Boolean Operators 

in GeoRef are:

AND * [Asterisk]

NEAR ? [Question Mark]

OR ( ) [Parentheses]

NOT
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Searching GeoRef
What is a record and a field?

A record is the information provided in 

response to a search in an index or 

database that is used to locate a book, 

journal article or other publication in a 

library or on the Web.

A field is specific type of information in 

a record. The records shown on the 

following pages contain the Title, 

Author, Source and Descriptor fields, 

among others.

The following pages show examples of 

GeoRef records.
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Sample GeoRef 

record for an 

article in a journal

Fields
































































