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A 10-minute Introduction to Wingeom

This program is quite easy to use, self-explanatory, and intuitive. Here are a few tips to get started.  See the back for how to install the software – very easy and fast!
You can put points on the screen by right clicking (right-button plant). (If this doesn’t work, click the Btns (Buttons) menu and click Segments.)  
To drag points, click the Btns (Buttons) menu and click Drag vertices.  If you are dragging you can’t right-button plant.

It is often useful to click the Btns (Buttons) menu then click Toolbar (makes it easier to change the mode).

To make lines, segments etc., use the line menu and specify points in the dialog box or use Btns|Segments and drag segment between existing points.

See Edit|Labels for labeling of point options.  See your choices: Font..., turn off labels, you can have the label on top of the point (“home”), or have the label offset, and more.

Measurement.  Lots of possibilities, including arithmetic:  

  Type AB for the length of segment AB.

  Type AB/2 for half of the length of segment AB.

  Type <ABC for the size (in degrees) of angle ABC.


  Type ABC for the area of triangle ABC.

  Type ABCDE for the area of pentagon ABCDE.
To make a circle, you need the center point already on the worksheet.  Then choose Circle from Btns and left-drag out to make a circle or use the Circle menu.

Text can be added to the worksheet by selecting Text (under Btns) then insert new text by right-clicking the desired location. Text and measurement boxes can be moved with your mouse (Note: this is also the way you rearrange point labels).

Shortcut hint: When asked to input letters in a dialog box, you can make a list by using commas (e.g., make three segments at the same time by typing ab, bc, ac).

Set the background color using Other|Color|Background.

It is often helpful to hide a line (make it invisible).  See Edit|Highlights|Line attributes.  Type the endpoints, then click style until you see invisible then click apply.

There is a Help screen under each menu.  You can search for a word using Edit|Search.

Now that you know the basics and how to use the Help screens, you can learn things on your own!  Enjoy!

How is this different from GSP? This program does not use the selection paradigm–that is, with many programs you select points first, then tell it to do something (parallel line, for example).  In this program you say, for example, parallel first, then type in the needed information.

Disclaimer:  This software is updated frequently.  As features change, some of the notes on this page may need to be updated.  If this be the case, please contact Jim Olsen (jr-olsen@wiu.edu). 

To install this (free) software:


Create a sudirectory (title it wingeom) under the Program Files subdirectory on the hard drive.


Go to the Peanut Software website (http://math.exeter.edu/rparris/ or go through Jim Olsen’s homepage at W.I.U. Teaching Resources).


Select Wingeom and you will be prompted to designate a location for the wg32z.exe file to be located.  Specify the wingeom subdirectory under the Program Files subdirectory.   The download takes about 14 seconds!!


Run the wg32z.exe program.  This is a self-extracting file.   I recommend putting the extracted file in the same subdirectory (browse for it, then click Unzip).  This self-extraction takes about 3 seconds!! 


The executable is titled wingeom.exe. (Create a shortcut on your desktop if you wish.)  Run this to run Wingeom.  


(You can delete wg32z.exe from the wingeom subdirectory.  This is good practice, because it saves hard drive space.)
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