Improving Vertical Alignment
Overview

Webpage with links: http://faculty.wiu.edu/JR-Olsen/wiu/tea/MPS185/essential.html 
(Also linked on Jim Olsen’s Homepage.)

What We Want to Accomplish
As an effort to improve vertical alignment, our goal is to identify one essential learning outcome for each grade.
Learning outcomes are statements that describe significant and essential learning that learners have achieved, and can reliably demonstrate at the end of a grade level.
The Essential Learning Outcome for each grade level should involve:
· Application (real-world application or mathematical application). And broad enough to capture a large number of applications.
· Students combining conceptual understanding and procedural fluency to solve an application.
· Higher-order reasoning.  (Bloom’s applying level or higher; Mathematical Practices)
· Decision-making by the student.
· Sense-making and interpretation.
· Essential mathematical ideas.
· Multiple steps.
This does not:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Deemphasize other important concepts and skills in the curriculum.
· Imply we want complexity.  (Something essential should not be complex.)

What We Hope to Produce
We will compile a K-12 district document listing the Essential Learning Outcome for each grade level.  (Format for the document given separately.)  

Discussions
Working in groups we will make a large Post-It (sticky) note for each grade level.  (Format of the Post-It given separately.)
Groupings:
A. [Pre-K-2];  [3-5];  [6-8]; [Alg. I-Geometry-Adv.-Alg.-Pre-Calc]  **We’ll switch half way**
B. [Pre-K-3];  [4-6];  [7-8- Alg. I]; [Geometry-Adv.-Alg.-Pre-Calc]
Option to Consider During Our Discussions: On the first page of each grade level in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, three or four critical areas are listed and briefly discussed.  You might find these useful.  The critical areas are then detailed in the standards themselves.
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