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Two factors that effect the file type.
1)
  Saved by which machine. (This is becoming less and less of an issue.)

a)
Mac


b)
PC (Windows)


c)
Mainframe (UNIX)

2)
Purpose of the file (What program created it and how is it used.)

a)
.xls  (Excel) spreadsheet (or .xlsx)

b)
.gif   graphic (good for icons, small file sizes)

c) .jpg  graphic (good for photos, large file sizes)


d)
.doc  MSWord document (or .docx)

e)
.mp3 Music

f) .wmv  Windows Media Video file

g) .wma  Windows Media Audio file


h)
.pdf  Adobe Acrobat Document


i)
.avi Movie clip


j)
.rtf Rich Text Format


k)
 .htm
 (.html) Webpage (HyperText Markup Language)
    l)
.txt1  Text (ASCII) file (text (characters) only)
    m) .exe Executable.  This is a computer program (an “application”). Examples of applications are Word, Excel,  Maple, Photoshop.  Applications use and create the other file types.  

n)
.zip Zip file.  This is a number of files compressed. (Zipping and un-zipping is now quite easy.)
  �. Note that .htm files and .txt files are text only and do not contain special characters as most of the other file types do.  This makes these files very usable by many different people, machines, and applications.





