Ways to Succeed in Math 100

By: Anne Mikenas

Introduces: Long Term Goals Questionnaire 

How to see the BIG PICTURE and Accomplish Anything

1. What realistic grade do you expect to achieve in this class? A, B, C ?

2. How will you accomplish this goal, (Really? Have you thought about it?)

3. When you don’t understand the homework in class, how do you correct mistakes and find answers to your questions?

· Math Tutor Lab, At the end of each class, if you don’t understand how to do a problem or the homework as a whole, get help immediately, don’t wait. The longer you wait, the more you have to re-learn later as exams, midterms, and finals approach. 

· Mr. Olsen post free tutor center hours on Western Online, go on a few times a week, and when you’re cruising facebook or your e-mail, check the website for updates, it takes 2 minutes, being aware of class material is important and crucial to your success in the class.

· In addition, Mr. Olsen has OFFICE HOURS, professors are at your disposal to HELP YOU, it’s their job, and they want you to be successful in their class. Mr. Olsen is friendly and patient, and is easy to talk to when you have questions. Stop in his office when you have 5 or 10 minutes, and it can help when you have questions. It’s amazing how relieved you feel when you understand something, and you can’t move forward in the class until you understand the material. Then when you’re in class, what you were confused about, you now can keep up with the class without being frustrated or embarrassed.

4. After getting your homework questions answered, how do you go about preparing for exams?

· You receive review booklets at the end of each section prior to your exam date. Take out sheets of paper, take time, sit down, and write out the problems, there aren’t too many, and any problems you don’t understand, you know you can get help on. The worst feeling is to be taking an exam, and to think, “this is the same problem I didn’t know on the review, and I didn’t do anything to find out how to do it.” DON’T BE THAT PERSON. 

· Often times, Doctor Olsen has Study Sessions he offers outside of class for help along with extra credit through out the semester. With all these sources available to you, there is no reason why you can’t achieve your goal for the grade you want in the course.

5. Think about that grade you wanted earlier in question 1. How will this grade impact the big picture in your college education? 

· Is it a pre-req for a class YOU HAVE to take later? If you don’t apply yourself NOW, how will it affect you in the future?

· Is this course a graduation requirement (for most it is), do you have the time and the funds to repeat the class? Is this something you want to do?

· A lot of students who don’t like math just want to “GET BY,” but “just getting by” is a bad habit to get into. Go to class, do the homework, ask questions, have a positive attitude. 

6. The famous words of Mary Kay Ash: “if you think you can, you can, if you think you can’t, you’re right.”

7. Lastly, don’t be lazy, you have one life, and college is expensive, do it right the first time, it’s never too late to change your attitude and school habits. 

