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Desmos is a free online graphing calculator (and it operates like a graphing calculator - without the menus!!)

Comment: I see Desmos more as a demonstration/exploration tool than an answer-giver. This is a paradigm-shift for the way we’ve viewed calculators in the past. 

Advantages of Desmos 
1. Cross platform.  Runs on anything. Runs in browser.
2. They are working hard to make it educational.
3. Very intuitive – easy to use.
· Free
· Syntax is like we write on paper.  For example, you type:
· f(x) = 2x + 3
· f(4)
· Can graph inequalities (in two variables). y >= 2x +5
· Very intuitive
· Shift-mouse drag to move axes
· Mouse roller ball to zoom in/out.
· You can graph relations (e.g., ).  Big step up from just Y=.
· You can use colors.
· Dynamic, using sliders (e.g., coefficients)
· Can save your work (files).
· Has teacher area with activities and you can build your own activities.

Tips for Desmos:
· Use the wrench.  Use Projector Mode (to project in class).
· Sliders are easy. Just type , for example.
· Follow the iPad rule-of-thumb: Touch it!  (for example, to see the maximum point)
· Colors are easy to change (yep, use the gear). With systems this is nice.
· There is a 13-page Use Guide. Hit the question-mark (in the circle).



[bookmark: _GoBack]A few things to show/do:

Desmos
· Use the wrench!
· Automatic sliders
· Regression
· Derivative (yep, use d/dx)
· Limiting the domain of a function 
· Piecewise functions y = {condition: value, condition: value, etc.}
For example, 
· From https://teacher.desmos.com/ (these can be put into the search box)
· Burgers and Fries
· Marbleslides
· Charge!
· Burning Daylight
· Advanced: You can do the ‘surfing derivative’ on Desmos.
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