
Software Installation 
 
The computers at WIU use an Integrated Development Environment (IDE) called jGRASP. 
jGRASP is freely available and can be installed on your home computer as well: 
 
To install jGRASP, you'll need to download and install both jGRASP and the Java Development 
Kit (JDK). 

Java JDK 
 
Download the proper version of the Java JDK (Java Platform, Standard Edition) and install it. JDK 
stands for "Java Development Kit" and it contains both a Java compiler (the compiler translates 
your java code into a machine language) and a Java runtime environment (for actually running 
compiled programs). Most of you probably have a Java runtime environment on your machine 
(this is used to do things like run Java apps in web pages, Java programs that other people have 
written and compiled, etc.), but you probably do not have the Java compiler, so you need to get 
it. 
 
You can get the JDK for your machine at the Sun Java download site here: 
http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/java/javase/downloads/index.html 
  
Place the downloaded file on your desktop, and when it is complete, double click on it and the 
script will take you through the steps for installing the Java JDK. The JDK will give you the latest 
compiler ("javac") and the latest runtime environment ("java") containing the JVM (java virtual 
machine). Your computer probably has a java runtime environment, but it may not be the 
latest. 
 

jGRASP 
 
Download and install the latest version of the jGRASP IDE from http://www.jgrasp.org. Double-
click on the button "jGRASP.exe" for the windows installer, and the script will take you through 
the steps for installing jGRASP. 
Mac users, choose the MAC OS X button at the same page. 
 

Starting jGRASP the First Time 
 
Double-click on the jGRASP icon on your Desktop to start jGRASP. If you get a message saying 
that there is a newer version of jGRASP available online. It's ok, just ignore that message.  There 
are a couple of settings that you need to change the first time you run jGRASP. You need to 
follow these steps only once. 
 


