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Applied Business Forecasting and Regression Analysis 

Spring 2010
Time /Place:

T, Th. 12:30 - 1:45   Stipes Hall 322

Instructor:


Farideh H. Dehkordi-Vakil, Ph. D.





431M Stipes Hall 





Phone:
  298 –2234





E-mail:  mffhd@wiu.edu


Website:  http://faculty.wiu.edu/F-dehkordi/
Office hours:

2:00 – 3:30 on T, Th. and 4:00 –6:00 on M.  

Or by appointment

Course information:
A survey of the basic methods and techniques that are available for business forecasting including moving average and exponential smoothing techniques, simple, multiple, and time series regression techniques. 
Text :                     The Practice of Business Statistics: using data for decisions, 2nd ed. 
 With accompanying MINITAB Student Release 14 Software.       
By: David S. Moore, George P. McCabe, William M.  Duckworth, Layth C. AlwanL.   Publisher: W.H. Freeman. 



Calculator/Software Requirement:
MINITAB statistical software and Microsoft Excel will be used for homework problems and project. A calculator with the basic statistics functions for computing mean and variance is required and should be brought to class.
                                   

Assignments:
Homework is an important part of this course and serves as a tool for mastering the ideas presented in lectures. There will be regular homework assignment at the end of each week and time will be assigned for its discussion at the beginning of the lecture on Tuesdays. In addition to this, you will be assigned several sets of problems, which will be collected and graded. These assignments may take the form of problems, and computer applications. These written assignments must be completed on time and handed to the instructor in class on the due date. Homework assignment must be submitted on clean white paper (computer outputs will not be accepted). Five points will be deducted if these requirements are not met.

Project: Students will work in groups (three to four students per group) to carry out a project involving application of statistical methods covered in the course using real data. Each student will:

· Obtain an appropriate data set. You may obtain a data set from the web, or from other sources. 

· Determine an appropriate method of analysis

· Use Minitab to carry out the analysis

· Report and interpret the results

Project will be carried out in three phases.

· Project Proposal (due 2/25). This is a detailed description of the data set you have selected and a research question that can be answered using the data set. (10-points).

· Project interim report (due 4/15). In this report you will formulate your research question and determine an appropriate method of analysis, and use MINITAB to carry out the analysis. This is an informal report that will indicate whether your project is on track. It will include results obtained thus far and a brief summary of what they mean and what remains to be done (20-points).

· Final project write up (due 5/4). Complete analysis of the data, and report your findings. This report will include introduction, statistical analysis, and your conclusion. Each student’s paper will be graded on clarity, neatness, adherence to instructions, and accuracy of calculations and appropriateness of statistical methods (20-points). 

 The University Writing Center is available to assist you with general and specific questions on writing assigned in any discipline and at any academic level. The one-on-one assistance available at the Writing Center is valuable for generating ideas, talking about global-level issues such as organization, and even working through grammatical problems. The University Writing Center is located in Simpkins Hall 341. Call for an appointment (298-2815) and be sure to bring a copy of your assignment.
You are required to use the university Writing Center to prepare your project proposal and the final project write-up.
Exams:

You will have three midterm exams each worth 50 points. Of these, your best two scores will be counted towards your final grade. The final Exam is comprehensive, worth 100 points. Exams involve a combination of multiple choice and short answer problems. You cannot pass the course without taking the final. The exam dates are as follow: 





Exam #1

Th. February 25 





Exam #2

Th.  March 25




Exam #3

Th. April 29





Final exam

T. May 11 at 1:00 PM

Attendance:
Attendance is required and will be recorded each class period. More than five unjustified absences will lower your final grade one letter grade. Students will be responsible for the portion of the material covered in class and for the homework assignments given during their absence. Classroom etiquette requires that you come to class on time and remain until the assigned time for the class to end. If you disrupt the class (for example, arriving late, leaving early) you will be marked absent for that session. 

Grading:





Homework

 100 points





Project


   50 points





Midterms

100 points





Final 


100 points





Total


350 points

An individual’s percentage will be determined by dividing the total points earned by the total points possible (350). Grades will be assigned according to the following distribution:





315 –350
A





280 – 314
B





245 – 279
C





210 – 244
D





    0 – 209
F

Notes:


1) NO MAKE-UP EXAMS without sufficient, legitimate reason. Students must seek permission prior to missing any scheduled tests.

2) A calculator with the basic statistics functions for computing the mean and variance is required and should be brought to each class.
3) For information on student rights and responsibilities visit http://www.wiu.edu/provost/student/
4) For information on withdrawal policies and deadlines visit http://www.wiu.edu/policies/withdraw.php
5) In accordance with university policy and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies faculty of a specific need for accommodation. It is imperative that students bring such needs to the faculty member’s attention, as faculty are not legally permitted to inquire about such particular student needs. Students who may require special assistance in emergency evacuations should contact their faculty to discuss emergency procedures. Contact Disability Support Services (298-2512) for additional service.

6) This outline is subject to change with notice.
I hope you will enjoy this course. I am looking forward to working with you.






